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Afew TDords Irom
the Editor
AFTER A SIX year campaign, the
Genealogical Society of Ireland have
managed to devise, compose and bring to
the floor of the upperhouse of our nation-
al parliament for consideration, a set of
legislative proposals entitled the
Genealogy and Hcraldry Bill. In itselt
this is quite an achievement and a consid-
erable development on previous impres-
sive political actions which ir.rvolved the
successful submission of amendments to
heritage bills which werc initiated else-
where.

Much of the bill is rather technical,
addressing shortcomings in the law
relating to the Genealogical Office and
the legal status oI grants of arms issued
since 1941. However, several sections
will be of substantial interest to family
hirlorians. lhe propo.al to change the
law to facilitate the release oI the 1926
Free State census returns for perusal by
researchers will be welcomed by all. So
too will the proposed designation of cer-
tain records as of gencalogical impor-
tance, and the compilation of an inven-
tory of genealogical records, which
would be put on-line.

Innovations in the field of heraldry,
which iorm a major parl ol tlre bill, aie
likeiy to arouse new interest in this
ancient alt. The proposal to appoint
licensed heraldic agents to assist people
who wish to obtain a personal coat of
arms would simplify and reduce the cost
of the current unnecessarily complicated
and expensive process.

One of the best proposals in the bill is
to use the granting of personal arms as
an honour* "y-tem. A per-on de*clvinS
,-ri prrblic re(ugnition uou d reccirt. a

coat of arms with the nature of his
achievernent represented in heraldic
symbols - nluch more appropriate than
giving academic titles to people whose
achicrcmeni- har e nothing $haie\(.r to
do with scholatshrp.

Tony McCarthy
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Genealogy & Heraldry Bill 2OOG
ftollowing a six year campaign by the Genealogical Society
fi of Ireland to provide a proper legislative framework for
I the delivery of genealogical and heraldic services by the
State, a Bill has been initiated in Seanad Eireann by Senator
Brendan Ryan.

The Genealogy & Heraldry Bill, 2006
will reform the provision of heraldic ser-
vices by the State and it will make these
setvices more accessible to the ordinary
citizen of Ireland and the Irish Diaspora.
It will create a new and less expensive
procedure Ior obtaining a coat of arms for
individuals, institutions, clubs and corpo-
rate bodies.

Sports clubs, schools, societies and oth-
ers will be able to legister thek coats of
arms and obtain legal protection for their
own unique heraldic symbolc including
their flags and emblems.

To provide for these services the Bill
will properly establish an Office of Arms
for Ireland to remove any legal doubt as
to the dght of the State to make grants of
arms and it will retuospectively confirm
grants made by the non-statutory
Cenealogical Office 'ince 1 April 1443.

The BilLwill place the Oltice ol lhe
Chief Herald oI lreland and its functions
on a sound statutory footing and provide
for an expanded role for this impoltant
Office of State under the aegis of the
Board of the National Library of Ireland.

Tt will repeal the fundamentally flawed
Section 13 of the National Cultural
Institutions Act, 1997 and provide a new
legal basis for the lrish heraldic authority
which has fr.mclioned in Dublin since
1552. The Bill will remove the absurdities
surrounding copyright to Arms in pre-
sent legislation. This Bill will make
Ireland one of the few democratic
republics in the r.rorld with a..olid leg-
islative framework Ior heraldry. Another
democratic republic with specific legisla-
tion is the Republic of South Africa.

The Bill will provide for the registra-
tion and protection of the Arms of
Ircland, the Presidential Standard, the
flags and emblems of the Irish Defence
Forces and An Garda Siochiina and other
State agencies.

A new feature introduced by the Bill
will enable the goremment to properly
recognise meitorious citizens and others
with a special grant of arms by hamess-
ing an existing heraldic function of the
State to meet the needs of a confident,
modern and open republic seeking to
provide due national recognition fol an
exceptional contribution to the develop-
ment of the community or voluntary sec-
tors or for humanitarian work overseas.

The Bill provides foi' the open transpar-
en+ functjoning of a modern heraldic
office for Ireland as befits her status as a
sovereign republic, It respects heraldic
tradition and practice whilst applying
such in a uniquely Idsh context meeting

the needs of the Ireland of the twenty-
filst centurv. It removes from the Irish
context anf semblance of lhe traditional
heraldic practices that were considered to
be inconsistent with our constitutional
position as a republic, and in doing so,

the Bill willmodernise lrish heraldry.
lhe Bill recognises the special podition

of place, local identity, county aFfinity and
fdmily rootq in Trelani by pr6motingthe

Additional lnlormation
The Genealogy & Heraldry Bill, 2006 is a
Bill in six parts, forty sections, two hun-
dred and three sub-sections, three
schedules and proposing eight amend-
ments to exisling legislation. An
explanatory memorandum accompanies
the text of the Bill.

The Bill was researched and written by
Michael Merrigan, FGSI, for and on
behalf of the Genealogical Society of
lreland for delivery to the sponsoring par-
liamentarians for consideration and,
where necessary, amendqrent before its
initiation in Seanad Eireann (lrish
Senale). l\,lr Merrigan is the Hon.
Secretary, Director and Co-Founder of
the Genealogical Society of lreland.

The Genealogical Society of lreland is
a voluntary non-governmental educa-
tional and heritage organisalion with
charitable status promoting the study of
genealogy, heraldry, vexillology and
social history as open access education-
al leisure pursuits available to all in our
community irrespective of creed, age,
social or economic circumstances, edu-
cational qualification or ethnic back-
ground.

The Society is incorporated in lreland,
has received a grant of arms from the
Chief Herald of lreland and is registered
as a Nominating Body tor Seanad Eire-
ann.

Established in 1990. the Society is
lreland's premier publisher of genealogi-
cal material. hosts two open meetings
per month and operates an Archive and
Research Centre at the restored Martello
Tower at Seapoint, County Dubljn.
Membership is open to all with an inter-
est in the subjects concerned and the
Society has members in lreland and the
world over amongst the lrish Diaspora.

Senator Brendan Fyan has been a
member of Seanad Eireann since 1982
and is a Lecturer in Chemical
Engineering (ClT) by prolession. He was
elected to the Upper House in 2002 by
the National University of lreland and is a
Cork City based member of the
Padiamentary Labour Party.

development oI heraldry as a visual
expression of this hedtage in a manner
available to all in our community and
thus removing, once and for all, the
notion of the privileged exclusivity of
heraldrw-

the dil through the licensing of
heraldic agents will effectively repatriate
a lucrative aspect of the production and
sale of Irish heritage products by creating
a facility by which individuals may
obtain an authentic, certified and unique
coat of arms lor use bv themselves and
their de..endants rarlier than purcha<ing
fake 'Irish farnily' coats of arms manufac-
tured the world over.

The importance of our genealogical
heritape to the ciLizens of Ireland and to
her Diaspora is fully recognised for tlle
first time in legislation ln this Bill which
will provide a Nalional lnventory of
Cenedlogical Records. It will dlso pro-
vide for the protection of records of a

genealogical potential to prevent such
being removed from the State or
destroyed.

The Bill will credte a \pecial category
for the retums of the first census of
Ireland, taken following independence, as
this census is an essential resource for the
study of genealogy and 'ocial history in
the lrish Free State. The census taken in
1926 is the first since 1911 - the latter has
been open for research for nearly three
decades and the continued closure of the
l926 census credtes d huge gap in our
understanding of the period which
includes the First World War, the Easter
Rising, the War of lndependence and the
Civil War. Creating d special heritage cdt-
egory for the census of 1926 will make it
available to family historians twenty
years earlier than currently provided for

The important contribution to the
study of heraldry and genealogy in
Ireland made by individuals and volun-
taiy organisations is also recognised by
the Bill through the establishment of
ddvisory committees to pro\ ide an on-
going consultaLive process in the devel-
opment of policy and the delivery of ser-
vrces.

The publication of this Bill offers all
with a genuine interest in lri.h genealogy,
heraldry and vexillology an opportunity
to re-eramine the issues which were
raised during the debate on the 1997 Act.
Many of these issues remain unresolved
or were unsatislactorily or incompletely
addressed during the debate or in the
subsequent legislation. Thi" is the time to
resolve these issues through an open and
constructive debate on the Genealogy &
Heraldry Bill, 2006.

NOTE: FoR FULL TEXT oF THE BILL AND THE

EXPLANAIORY MEMORANDLM:
\,\NWV.OIREACHTAS.IE

MrcHart Mnnnrclry FGSI


