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This year on April lg 2003 will
mark the 60tr anniversary of the
transfer of the Office of Arms in
Dublin Castle to Irish control by
the British government. Thougtl,
the country had been independent
stnce 1922, the Office of Arms or
Ulster King of Arms, as it was
known, remained in Dublin Castle
under the imperial government in
London.

'A PoliticalAnonuly',
Many-- Irish government ministers,
including Gen. Michael Collins and
later, Eamonn de Valer4 noted this
anomaly and sought to bring the
Office under Irish control. proitgZZ
all the pomp and circumstance that
was previously provided by the Office
of Arms, ceremonies, processions and
regal spectacles was not required by
the newly independent government.
However, the Office continued to
service the heraldic needs ofits clients
throughout both parts of Ireland and
indeed, in August 1924, the Office
provided the Arms for Northern
Ireland.

An End of an Eru
This political anomaly of having a
Crown Office remaining in the hIart
of Dublin Castle with the office
holder, Sir Neville Wilkinsort
residing in London and leaving the
day-to-day functions in Dublin to his
deputy, Thomas Sadleir, was drawing

to a close on the death of Wilkinson in
December 1940. pressure fiom the
Irish not to have a successor
appointed by the King and with war
matters preoccupying the minds of
both governments an agreed transfer
date was set for April ls 1943. The
title "Ulster King of Arms" was
atiached to the 'Norroy King of
Arms" based in the College of Arms
in London.

Fint Chief Herald of Ireland
In Dublin the Genealogical Office
was established with Dr. Edward
Maclysaght as the fint Chief
Genealogical Officer and Chief
Herald of Ireland. Dr. Maclysaght
soon gave the Office a distinctly Irish
character with the use of the Irish
language on Letters patent granting
Arms and he paved the way for the
State to offer courtesy recognition to
the principal male descendants of the
last inaugurated Gaelic Chiefs.
Indeed, such recognition in later years
produced much conftoversy with
"bogus" claimants hitting the
headlines, most notably The
MacCarthy Mdr.

With grants of Arms to County, City
and Town councils, County Gaelic
Football Teams, sports clubs,
businesses, educational and
professional institutions and bodies,
Irish nationals and members of the
Irish Diaspora, this Office has grown
and adapted the ancient rules of
heraldry to the modern requirements
of the citizenry of a sovereign
republic.

, European Ilnion Ftog
One of our Chief Heralds, Mi. Gerald
Slevin, designed the flag used by the
European Union (aztre, in a circle,
twelve mullets or).which was adopted
on Novembq l2h 1954. No doubt,
the fiftieh anniversary of the adoption
of this beautifully simple and elegant
flag will be marked in some .uitabl"
rnanner next year throughout Europe.

Marking the Occasion
The Society extends its best wishes to
the Chief Herald of Ireland, Mr.
Brendan OrDonoghue and his staff
on the 60ff anniversary of the
establishment of the Office of Chief
Herald of Ireland. Indeed, a very
suitable acknowledgement by the
Minister for Arts, Sport & Tourisnr,
I\tlr. John O'Donoghue, TD, of this
important anniversary would be to
announce his intention to secure and
expand the role of the office through
legislation by bringing forward an
Irish Genealogt & Heraldry Bitt in
this D6il.

Heraldry throughout the Land
But leaving the on-going saga of the
"bogus chiefs" aside, the Office has
rendered much service to the Nation
in the past sixty years which resulted
in a higher profile for Arms in Ireland
now than at any period in the past 450
years of the Irish Heraldic authority.

GSI Website: www.gensocireland.org
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FAMILY HISTORY
TOWER

"An Daonchstlann" as the new Archive
for tre Society will be called is steadily
becoming a reality after many years of
ftnd raising and being stalled in a
protacted planning process for
approximately two years. Work is
progressing at trre Martello Tower at
Seapoint, Co. Dublin with fie removal of
the ol4 thougtr, most certainly not
original, floor and wooden stairs. The
excavation of the ground floor rnder the
zupervision of an archaeologist revealed a
beautifully cut granite paved surfrce
under the modern concrete and rubble.
This was a great discovery and tre Project
Direclor, Liam Mac Alasdair, (email:
lmac@dnaie) is now examining ways to
keep this paving exposed as a feahne of
the Society's Archive. A full
ardtaeological mapping of the floor rea
is in progress and every stage of the
operation is photographed ard filmed to
comprehensively record as mudr as
possible of the ardritectwal features of
this Tower. Dating frorn 1804, these
Martello Towers were miginally built by
the British milihy in keland to defend
their hold on the comtry from a possible
French invasion. lncals and many
Members are already referring to lhe
Martello Tower at Seapoint as the
"Family History Tower" much as they
refer to the one in Sandycove that houses
the James Joyce Museum x frte "Joyce
Tower". Plms are to install a new
wooden floo, windows, interior doors
and a new spiral stairway to the bottom
floor. Shelving and workstations will be
erected on tre first floor, uilrilst, shelving
and storage ftcilities will be installed on
the bottom floor. When finished "An
Daanchq'tlann" (r. "peoples' rchive')
will be unique in keland and some say, it
will be the most picturesquely located
genealogical ardrive or lib'rary in the
world. From the roof of the "Family
Hktory Tover" the views of the wide
expanse of Dublin Bay are stunning.
Indee4 in ttre dishn@, on a clear day,

2

looking nordr beyond Howth peninsul4
one can easily see the Cooley Mormtains
in Co. Louth and fir&rer on, fte beautiful
Moume Mountains in Co. Down in
Northemheland. Looking southward, the
view is qpectacular towards Dun
laoghaire Tov'm and flartour, Killiney
Hill andthemajestic sweep ofDublin Bay
affectionately well known as "Dublin's
Riviera". Members and friends of the
Society are understandably very proud to
be associated with this exciting
development and many have already
contributed to the Building Fund, for
wtrich, the Society is very grateflrl.
However, more money is needed to firlly
equip the "Family Hktory Tover" with
the latet technology and the various
published sources in microform and CD
Rom. Please give generously. Remember
each sponsor will be naned in dre
Commemorative Book to be published for
the official opening of "An
Daonchff'tlann" m 20M - the two
hun&edth of the building of
the Tower. Patons may have either treir
own n:rme or that of a loved-qre entered
in this Cunmemorative Book and or a
scroll that will be permanent memorial in
the Tower. For just €100.00 (US$100.00)
p€r name, this is a special and worthy
manner in which to remernb€r an
ancestor, to honour a friend or loved-one
or to memorialise your ftmily ties with
kelard. Durations $ould be se,nt to tre
Hur. Secretary at the adfress below with
details of the name or narnes to be entered
on lhe scroll ard published in tre
commemorative book to mark the official

of 'An Daoncharrlann".
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HAVEYOURFAMILYTREE
PRODUCEDAS A SUPERB

VISUALDOCUMENT
VISUAL ARTIST & GRAPHIC DESIGNER

OFFERS TTIIS SERVICE AT REASONABLE
AT{D AFFORDABLE COST

Artist based in Dun laogfuire will wok with
you to produce a beautifi.rl graphic presentdion
of yotn Family Tree in firll olour q black &
white. All you have to do is complete a
standrd frmily tree chart and send all relevant
photographs, clearly identifing the individuals
as per tlrc drart Each person will be frame4
and the oomplete docurnent printed on a
texhrtd background You decide the level of
information to be included on the document -
we will work in close consulation with you al
all stages ofthe projec't. C-osts are based on the
number of individual images involved.
CONTACT Frankie l.epat 087.782 0932 or
E-mail: frankiezee@eirom.net for more
information and quotati

'MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS of DUh
IAOGHAIREMTHDOWN, Co.
Dablin, Irelsnd'Vol. 2. Friends Bwial
Groun4 Temple Hill, Blaclaock. ISBN I
89847127 4 PIjc€€7.00 (prp rRL& UK
€1.50: Others srfrce mail €4.00 : airmail
€10.00). Barry O'Connu, FGSI.
IRISH GENEALOGICAL SOURCES
No. 30 - "John O'Donovan (18061861)
Origins and Meaning of lrish Family
Namcs including a description of the

families of the Maguires and O'Reillys"
bdracted from 'The Irish Penny
Journal' 1811 & 'Dulfu's Hibernian
Mogazine'1861. ISBN I 898r'.71 17 7
Price€7.00 (ptp IRL & UK €1.50: Others
surhce mail €4.00 : airmail €10.00).
Editd HO'

Articles in *ris issue include: Fire in
Patrick Steet, Dublir\ 1861 by G.FL
O'Reilly Corpcal John Lyurs V.C.
(1825-1867) by Dennis Allen; An
{llster/Frendr Mrriage by R6isin
Laffert)! 'Empress of keland' - The
Story of an Edwardian Liner by James

Scannell; Hugh Mmccarfiy's Sick Leave
by Liam Clare; The Prcposed Dublin to
Kilkenny Railway 1837 by Brendan Flall;
Table of Improvements in Locomotive
Engines 1829-35; Imirce by Seen
MacBr6daigh; Early Days! By G. H
O'Reilly; Exhacts from St. Nicholas
Registo, Liverpool by Bill Poffer;
Missing Sources of Genealogical Data by

l\[EW PT]BLICATIONS

AI\I{E MORAN
It is with great sa&tess that we repmt the
death of one of otr first members and a
lorgtime ftend of the Society, Ms. Anne
Muan. Anne died on Thrnsday 6ft Mardr
2ffi3 at her home in Tuarq Co. Galway.
In recent years, due to ilkress, Anne was
virtually housebound. However, she kept
a keen and active interest in the activities
of the Society. All her former colleagues
in the offices of the Dun Laoghaire
Vocational Education Commitee and the
members of the Junior Chamber of
Commerce, where she served as an officer
for many years, will fondly remember
Arme as a loyal, vivacious and generous

friend. She was buried in her Wesporl
Co. Mayo following a frxreral mass in the
Cathedral of the Assumption in Tuam,

GSI QUARTERLY JOURNAL
VoL 4 No. 1. Snrins 2003.
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A.W. Cockerill & P. Goble; Oath of a
Substitute or Volunteer Militiaman; The

Gurealogical Material in ttre Depositions
of 1641 by Sean MacBr6daigfr; From

Thornhill to Grange: One Lady's Journey

by James O. Coyle; Genealogical Data

from a Map by William Duncm l8l4 by
Pat Power; Notes on he 1793 Relief Act
by Brendan Flall; Calenda of the

Pharmaceutical Society of heland l93l;
Problems with the 1901 Census by G.tt
O'Reilly Names from a Medieval

Inquisition at Shankill etc. by Eamonn

Dowling; kish Crime Statistics 183746;
Assizes Intelligence July 1843; Review:

of IGS No. 30 and Review of "St Anne's

- The Story of a Guinness Estatd' bY

Sighle I'Esrange.
Copies available via the Society's Website or
by mail from the Hon. Secretary. Price €5.00
(memben €4.50) with postage IRL & UK
€1.50 ad othen€-3.00

MARCH GENIE UPDATES
SOCTETYA.G.IT4 The Annual

General Meeting of the Genealogical
Society of Ireland will be held on

Tuesday March 116 2003 at 20.00hrs in
the Drrin Laoghaire College of Further
Education, Cumbeiland Steet, DthI
Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, keland The AGM
will receive the Annual Rep-t, Auditd
Accounts andelect Membersto the Board
of the Society for the coming year.

Members should bning their Membership
Cards in order to vote at the AGM.
MARRIAGE LAW The Inter-
Departmental Committee on Reform of
Maniage Law has commenced a process

of public consultation on the law relating
to marriage in lrelard- Most of hish
marriage law dates frorn the l9e century
and is contained in various Acts of
Parliament. The views on this issue are

varied and complex as practitioners,

academics and others have repeatedly
advocated reform of marriage law. A
point of interest to genealogsts is the
reform of the certificatior process and
accessibility to the informatior on the
partic to a marriage, including religious
denomination, age, date and place of bffi
etc. A document setting out the scope of
the committee's remit and approach is
available on the Website of the General
Register Office www.groireland.ie or in
writing from the ad&ess below.
Submissions from the public are invited
before 3l$ March 2003 eifirer by e-mail
on marrriage.reform@welfrre.ie or to Ian

Quinn, krter-Departmental Committee on
Reform of Marriage Laq Dept. of Social

J

& Family Aftirs, Store Steet, Dublin 1,

kelard. The pnovisions of the Freedqn of
krformation Act" 1997 will apply to all
submissions received.

FAMILY HISTORY FAIR ThC

Society of Genealogists' in london will
host its annual Family His'tory Fair on

May 3d and 4e 2003 at the Royal

Hdicultural Society, New Flall &
Conference Centre, Greycoat Street,

Wesfininster, tnndon SWl. Tickets cost

t6.00 per day at the door or f4.00 ifpre-
paid on line at www.sog.org.uk E-mail:
events@sog.org.uk A ver)' interesting
programme of daily lectures has been

oganised to accornpany the usually higlt
standard of extribits mounted by ftmily
history organisations in Great Britain.
OI\E.NAME CONtrERENCE ThC

Guild of One.Name Studies will hold its
Annual General Meeting and conference

in Liverpool, England between the 25fr

and 2f April 2003. The theme will be

Civil Regishation in the United Kingdom
and keland- Fuller details available on the

Guild's Website: www.onename.org tr
by writing to the Guild of One Name

Studies, Box G, 14, Charterhouse

Buildings, Goswell Roa4 London, ECIM
7BA" England.
GSIJOIJRNAL As re'pcted above, the

Society publishes a qurterly Journal

containing articles on a range of
genealogical and heraldic topics. The
main objective ofthe Joumal is to place in
print, for future generations, the research

undertaken by our members at home and

overseas. This is one way memb€rs can

preserve their Family History in print
without the expense of publishing it
themselves. Biographies of the kistt
Diaspora" descripions of sources and

other genealogical or heraldic data

collected by members are alwaYs

welcome. Items for the fo,rthcoming iszue

required now. Please forward articles by
E-mail to jbhall@indigo.ie

ARCHIVE FLJND An Archive Fund
was established by the Board due to tte
need to otfain various publications for the

Archive as and wtren they become

available. The fund organisers welcome

donations fom members and friends of
the Society who value the importance of
improving the collections in the Society's

Archive. This is especially important wittt
the new home for the Arctrive in the

Martello Tower at Seapoint coming on-

slream later this year. Frieda also

welcomes donations of books, CDs or
microfilm / microfiche records for the

MARIAMARCH2OO3

Arctrive. Donations may be forwarded

directly to the Ardrivisq Mrs Frieda
Carrollo FGSI, 14, Rochestown Parlg

Dun Laoghaire, Co. Drblin, heland or to
the Hon. Secretary.

FFIIS IN DLJBLIN The Federation of
Family Ilistory Societies has beert

invited to hold a General Meeting in
Dublin City, the first to be held outside

Great Britain and possibly join$ hosted

by the hish member societies of the

Federation. As one of the Federatim's
Iri$ based members, the Society would
urge our colleagues in the various

societies in Great Britain to take *ris
opporhrnity to visit us in Dublin.
Federation administratoq Maggie
Loughran, would welcome the views of
member societies m this proposal.

Contact her by E-mail: info@ffirs.org.uk
MAKINGYOT]RWILL? If
you haven't already done so, maybe it's
time to consider uriting your Will. We are

all advised to make a Will. It's just good

s€nse to make provision for the disposal

of our belongings after we die and to set

out our firneral alrangements. This
careful consideration *rould also apply to
the disposal ofyour genealogical records,

files and books. Consider donating them

to the Society's Archive or wtry not make

a bequest in yow Will to the Society?

CEMETERY PROJECTS BarrY
O'Connor, FGSI, the ceordinator of the

cemetery projects is rngently seeking

volunteers to input the data collected in
Canickbre,nnan Cemetery on to computer
discs for publication. Contact Barry
O'Connor on E-mail: btoc@esatclear.ie or
by phone on (01) 285 4386. The next
volume in tre Memorial krscriptions of
the smaller cemeteries in yun l,aoghaire

Rathdovvn will feature thrs

With the work on the Matello Tower
progressing well, the Board has decided to
place an order to have our Heraldic Banner
gmnted to ttrc Society by the Chief Herald of
heland made in cloth to hang inside the

building and in a flag to fly above this historic
Tower. The Society's heraldic banner may be

viewed on the National Library of lreland
Website www.nli.ie under Granr ofArms for
2001. The projected costs are about €550 and

the name of the spursor and photograph of
both will be prblished in the oommemorative

book to €rccompany the official opening of the

Society Archive aJ the Matello Tower at

Seapoint, Co. Dublin If you wish to sponsor

the making of the banner and the flag; please

contact the Hon. Secretary on Tel. +353.1.284

271 I or E-mail: GenSockeland@iol.ie

Published by the Genealogical Society of keland, Hon. Secretary, 1.1, Desmond Avenue, Ddn Iaoghaite, Co. Dublirt Ireland
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of Enislannan and had issue. lfis eldes son

Major Dawson Dean Ridrard Henry, RFd
served in WWt and married April 25d' 1923,

Murial Kdhleen l,angtrce' dau$ter of Alfied
Hollis, MD. of the Isle of Wighg England and

died I lfi November 1927 at Knocadoo,

Coolaney, Co. Sligo. Any infornation please.

GAYE STRAD}VICK MGSI, 5IOA
Blockhouse Bay Roa4 Blockhouse Bay,

Aucklan4 New Z'slan& E-mail:
gyestradwick@ycos.com Wrote:
Researching the Seaver frmily of north C,o.

Dublin. My great-grandfrther Ptrick Mafihew

Seaver marded Teresa Maia Arabello l-ocke

in the Naul Prish in 1836. They lived in
Baltyboughal and emigrated to Australia in
1864. His paents wer€ Pmick Seaver from
Lusk and Mary Dollard from Skerries' who
married in Skerries n 1795 & satled in
Ball$ougfral. Trying to locate the parerrs of
Teresa Mary and Patick snr. ltrougfr fimily
deeds, we think Patrick's family came from
Baldrummin near Lusk Mry's family seems

to come fiom the Balqnnin area of Skerries. I
know nothing of Teresa Locke. Gaye's E-mail
address was inorrectly entered last morth.
Apologies to Gaye and those who tied to
contad her by e-mail. Any informatior please.

MARY CIillLOlV, lO Mitdnm Walh
Madcworth EstatE Derby, D8222 4FJ,

Derbyshire, England Wnotei A b'randr of my
family originated in heland and thru4fu the

l87l Census of Sheffiel4 I have traced back to
Catherine daryht€r of Hugf Flanagan and his
wife Alice. Catherine was mmarried in l87l
and on the l88l Census she was married to
Charles Wainwright and had two children.

Catherine Flanagan and Charles Wainwright
were my patemal great€randparents. Any
connedions to the above o firther information

uAntaunncnzoos

Dr. Joan Beal, Directm of the National
Cente for English'Tradition at the

University of Sheffiel4 Sheffiel4 Sl0
2TN, England has written to tre Society

with details of the MA course in Folklore
& Cultural Tradition. This course aims to
provide students with knowledge of the

materials of folklore and cultural tadition
and to tain students in tre meftrodologies

appropriate to treir study. The course

comprises fotn tauglrt modules and a
dissertation on a topic of interest in depft.
The teaching is mostly of a seminar-type,
howev€r, opputunities for both practical

fieldwork and archival research will be

available to all students. This course

bnings to life the six genres of folklore i.e.

childlore (nwsery rhymes, nicknames

etc.), language (dialect, prov€rbs, riddles,

blason populaire 4c.\, custorn & belief
(zuperstition, taditional'foodways'),
folktale & legend (including the modern

urban legends), folk music & dance and

finally material cultrne (traditional crafts,

vernaculr rdritecture etc.). The history
and dreuy of folklme and culhnal
tadition taces its otigins and first
instances in Europe and Nortr America.

This module looks at the historical
timeframg survival and sructural analysis

of, amongst ottrer trings, placenames.

Many of us with a Celtic cultural

background sometimes disPlaY a

chauvinistic disregard for 'English"
folklmic tadition because of the shonger

and more visible affinrty that tre kidr,
Scots or Welsh may have with our own

cultural taditions. Therefore, cornses like
this one in Sheffield Univosity are very
important to promde an awareness,

appreciation and lmowledge of English

cultural taditions and especially for us

Celts, to finally dispel the myth that

Engli*r culhne is just cider and Morris
dancing. Surly there are o,pportunities for
the folklore deparEnents of kish
universities to collaborate with Sheffield

University, possibly under the auspices of
the British-kish Council, to provide

access for hish students of folklore to
explme the Engli*r oltural taditions.
Further information on tris course may be

ohained Aom the Website:

www.shef,ac.uk./english/natcecV o by E-
mailfrom

Tuesday March lln 2003

GRAIIAM HEATIIER, One Green Parl
Dublin 14, heland E-mail:
graharnheath€r@irom.net Wrote: Seeking
ffirmation on my great-grandfather George
Heatherof Summerville, Dundrum, Co. Dublin
who was the son of Williarn and Rachel
Heattrer of Moy, Co. Tyone. As a widower
George Heaiher married Jane Jacob in 1868.

His first wife's name was Elizabeth Hanna. I
have no knowledge ofhis brothers o sisters, if
any. I am also anxious to trace any connection
with Rev. George Abratram Heather (b. 1831,

Dublin) of Errislannan, Cliftterl Co. Galway.
His father was the Rev. Dawson D. Heather,
Doctor of Divinity, in Dublin. But I have been

unable to find any information on him at

Trinity College Dublin. Rev. George Abraham
Heather was Ardrdeacon of Achonry. On
February 8tr 1866 he manied Henrieta Jane,

fd Oaughter of Rev. Richard Henry Wall, DD

Evening Open Meeting 20.00hrs
Dun Laogfaire C.ollege ofFurther Educatiorl

Cumberland St., Dun taoghaire
Bus:7,7A, 46A.nd75.

DART Monksto\{m/Salthill Station
ANNUALGENERALMEETING

Speaker: Eibhlin Roche
Tqic: "The Guinness Archives"

TuesdayApril 8m 2003
Venue as above

Speaker: John Mords
Tqic: "Mining History Society"

Weds March 26m & Aprit 23d 2003
Moming Open Meeting l0.30hrs

The Port View Hotel
Marine Roa4 Dun Laoghaire

Dscussion Group on Family History

Cotttribuion of 8.00 d uch nraing

of Ireland? Just log on to the Website or
write to the Membership Officer, Annette
Mcl)onnell, MGSI, 4, Kippwe Ave.,
Green Park, Dublin 12, keland or you
may contact Annette by E-mail on
mcdonnellannett@hotrnail.com The
Membership Subscription is €15.00
(US$15.00) which strould be forwarded to
Annette or if you wish, you can pay on-
line at www.gensocireland"ug using your
Credit Card Masterc.ard. Membership of
the Society is open to all wifrr an interest
in genealogy or heraldy. A laminated
Membership Card featuring tre Society's
heraldic Mdge "the Mungovan Badge"
will be forwarded to vou in due cowse. Members and friends wishing to purdrase

copies of Vol. 8 No. 2 ard No. 3 of the
DLGS Quarterly Jcnrrnal published in
1999 ue advised to order their copies

soon as stocks are running low with only
32 md 17 copies of each remaining.

Copies remaining of the GSI Quartely
Joumal published in 2001 are Spring (7),

Summer (17), Autrnnn (55) and Winter
(a0) and fs 2002, copies rernaining re
Spring (39), Sunmer (57), Auturnn (37)

and Winter (81). These publications will
NOT be reprinted. Orders can be placed

by writing to the Hon. Secretary enclosing
payment by cheques in either EtlRO,
UKf, or US$. As postrage rates vary with
the nurnber ofeach purchased please see

please contact our Publications Despatch

Officer, Barry O'Connor on Tel:
+353.1.285 4386 0r E-mail:
btoc@esatclear.ie for a quotation.

vmeda

to join the

JOI]RNAL STOCK
ALERT

REMII\DER
THE AI.{NUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR

IRISH BASED MEMBERS FELL DUE

IN JANUARY - Hove you paid yet?
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