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REPORT
The higtrly critical Value for Money
Report on the hish Genealogical pnoject
(tleritage Centres) was discussed by the
Council of hish Genealogical
Organisations at its July meeting in
Dublin. The Comproller & Audiror General's
report is rnw set o be examined in debil by the
Public Accounts Committee of the Oireachtas
(Parliament), though, C.I.G.O.'s meeting heard
calls for the radical overhaul of mi nsn
Genealogical Project and its incorporation into
the Public Library Service under the control of
local Authorities. This would, it is claimed,
ensure that proper mechanisms are in place o
moni[or its development as an asset fu the
Nation. Dun Laoghaire Genealogical Society
sought that the same sanctions would apply to
the structure of the hish Genealogical no;ect
and hish Genealogy Limitod as would pertain in
the commercial world should such a repon be
delivered by a company's audilor. fne C. t
lG.'r Report clearly calls for change and,
following the spending of nearly IRplimillion
on ttre I.G.P., the people of keland, as owners of
this genealogical heritage, demand and deserve
yly for money from the Irish Genealogical
Proj,ect. Radical change is the only hope ior a
viable and secure future for the Heritage Centres
and their dedicated staff. Incal Authority
management of these centres, under the
direction of the County Librarians, will fulfil the
main object of the I.G.p., vocational raining
and a service for family hisorians in each
county area. Copies of the Report available from
the Government Publications Office, Dublin.

DATES FOR YOUR DHRY
Tuosfuy 12th Attgust & 9th Scptcmter iggZ
Evening Open Meeting - An Culturlann,
Comhalras Ceoloiri Eireann, Belgrave Square,
Monkslown.20.00 hrs.
Buses 7 & 8 - DART Seapoint a Monkslown.
Wetuusday 27th August & 24th Sepe 1997
Morning Open Meeting - port View Hotel,
Marine Road, Dun laoghaire. 10.30 hrs
Buses 7, 8, 46A, 59, lll, 75 - DART Dun
Laoghaire Sadon.
Wiclrlow CowE Gcncalogicat Socicty Uflotc
No meeting in rugrrst - Next Open Meeting
Tuesday l6th Septernfu 19F.7- Grand Hotel,
Wicklow Town, C-o. Wicklow 20.30 hrs.
Monday 22nd to Sunday 2Eth SepL 1997
3rd hish Genealogical Congress - ldaynooth
Booking Forms - I.G.C., c/o National Archives,
Bishop Street, Dublin 8.

IRISH SURNAMBS ARE ''BRITISI/''
Jeff Chapman of the website Family Chronicle
has produced a listing of surnames from Great
Britain and keland on the internet showing
their origins and meaning. However, all the
hish surnames, yes our "Q'g" and "IV[ac's', afe
described as being of "British" origin. Mr.
Chapman, in a reply to an e-mail from Jim
Ryan, maintains that "lhe main reason is
convenience, since many so-called lrish nanus
actually come lrom Great Brinin" and that
"abnost all lrish nanus in use today lave been
lrcaily Anglicised, and tku rct truly native
Irish". Jim Ryan challenged this position and to
our amazement, he received the following
sta&ement in reply, "most Irish nannes lave
lurdly anything in common with tlwir original
forms. A nanu such as "Kelly", for emmple,
isn't lrish, it's simply a British nanu which was
imposed atop an lrish namc tlwt started with a
K soud and ended with a y sound. Sadly, this is
tlrc case with tlu vast majority of Irish nontes,,.
Incredible as the existence of such outlandish
and erroneous views may seem, it is sad o see
genealogy and hisory so disrorred in what
purports o be an "information" page. Clearly,
Mr. Chapman would have benefited by a period
researching lrish hisory and availing himself of
the many fine publications on the market
covering the topic of nlrish Swnames,,.
Check it ou[ magazirc@farnilyc lvonicle.corn
and let "Thc Genie Gazeile,, know of your
views on this subjecr



DALKEY IRISH HERITAGE TOWN
COMPANY Ltd.

Vanessa Butler, Project Adminisraor, of the
Dalkey lrish Heritage Town Co. Itd., based at
Avoca House, Ivlarine Rmd, Dun Lmghaire,
provided the Society with deails of the Heritage
Company's plans for the use of the l5th cen[ry
Goat Castle and the old Town llall on Castle
Street, Dalkey. She outlined the Heritage
Company's activities as the collection,
recording, publishing and exhibiting hisorical,
cultural and archaeological material relating o
Dalkey and its environs. Vanessa hopes to
develop a good cooperative working
relationship with the voluntary and community
sector, possibly, through An Fomm
Oidhreachts- The Heritage Company is
fortunale to have, on its doorstep, a wealth of
expertise presently researching and publishing
aspects of this heritage, from Dun Laogluire
Borough Historical Society, Foxrock Local
History CIub, Rathmicluel Historical Society,
Blackrock Society to, of course, this Society.
Hopefully, all should benefit from Vanessa's
suggestion that the Goat Castle Heritage
Centre, when refurbished in Spring 1998,
wonld be a window fm all the best the area has
to offer. Further info: Tel: 205 4745 Fax: 2&4
3l4l & email: dih@indigo.ie

DAONCHARTLANN PROJECT
Like to help ?

The Society will erect a lasting memorial o all
those who, by their kind and generous
subscriptions, enabled lreland's first
nDaonchartlanntt to become a reality. This
memorial will be placed in a prominent position
in the lvlartello Tower as a mark of gratitude
and respect. This memorial is an unique
opportunity for members and friends of the
Society to mark the life of a loved one or that
qpecial ancestor by having their names inscribed
on this memorial. What better way to
oommemorate their lives than on this memorial
in Ireland's Daonchartlann Qr. "peoples
archive"). The Society will publish a full list of
subscribers, though not the amounts of each
subscription, in the quarterly journal and in the
commemorative booklet to acoompany the
opening of the Daonclurtlann. As this special
memorial has limitations as to the number of
names that may be inscribed therenn, only
subscriptions in excess of nventy five pounds or
fifty dollars will qualify for inclusion on the

memorial, though, all subscriptions will receive
a certificate o mark the donation and the
opening of the Daorclurtbnn. CertiFred cqies
of the entry on the memorial will be fawarded
o erch subscriber. Payncnt by Bank Trurqfer
to: D.L.G.S. Building Fund, c/o Ulster Bank,
Rochesown Avenue, Dun Laoghaire, Co.
Dublin. A/C No. 522522L2.

PUBLICATIONS
lilow available "Irish Genealogical Sources
No 1- Shillelagh & Ballinacor South, Co.
Wicklow l&17 - A Memorial" price IRP5.0
(ISBN I 898471 40 l) and "A Guide to the
Artichc & Sources Published by Dun
Leoghaire Genealogical Society -1992-196"
price IRP2.00 (ISBN I 898471 45 2). The
second in tlre sources series, "Irish
Genealogical Sources No.2 - Corn Growerg
Carriers & Traders, County VYicklow 1788,
1889 & 1790" price IRI5.00 (ISBN I 898471

50 9) has just been launched. George tL
OReilly & James O. Coyle have provided a
valuable oensus substitute fu the period just
before The Great Rebellion of 1798. Available
by post, just add IRP1.00 per item.

C.LG.O. PROJECTS
T\e Maniagc Licence Bonds in the National
Archives are to be indexed and placed on
microfiche. You can participate from yow own
home if you have an IBM Compatible P.C. or if
you dont have a computer, Steven Smyrl,
requires volunt€ers o check prinlouts etc..
Volunteen, please phone Stercn on 66t 8074
for further information.

CLARIFICATION
The LG.R.S. Newsletter, Vol. 2. No. 12 of June
1997 @225, reported that the Heritage Cenre in
Dun Lmghaire is to publish a quarterly
newsletter and invites research queries fm same.

Paul Morrissey, Asst. Co-ordinalor of the
Heritage Centre confirmed that this is an error
and that the Heriage Cenre had no plans to
embark on such a publication.

SENIOR MEMBER YISITS IRELAND
American based member, Sr. Bemdetle de

Lourdes, OCarm., (Kathleen Wisely) born in
Dublin in July 1907, visited Ireland during late
July, including the lvlartello Tower at Seapoint,
Co. Dublin, the site fa our Archive. We wish
her bon voyage and hope to see her again next
year in Dun Laoghaire.
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