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Left: Laura Price, MGSI, Director of Special 
Collections, Research and Specialist Groups 
(Heraldry & Vexillology), advising visitors to 
the stand at the RDS on the many resources 
available online and, of course, the research 
assistance provided by the Society at An 
Daonchartlann—Archive & Research Centre. 

Right: Fíona Tipple, MA, FGSI, the Chief 
Librarian of the Society, was kept extremely 
busy on the stand at the RDS with long queues 
of people waiting to learn how to start their 
family history research or assisting them with 
their own research problems or “brick walls”.  
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

DATA PROTECTION  
The European Union's General Data Protec-
tion Regulation (GDPR) came into force 
on May 25th 2018. The Board, under Res: 
18/05/1380, advises Members that the Society 
holds the following records on its Mem-
bers (1) Name; (2) Address; (3) Telephone 
Number; (4) Email Address and (5) the name of 
the Associate Member, if applicable, and that 
such records are only used for the purpose of 
contacting Members on Society matters and for 
the dispatch of the Monthly Newsletter and the 
Annual Journal and furthermore, that these 
records are only held by the Director of Mem-
bership Services and are inaccessible to all 
other persons and that, the Society does not 
share this information with any other individu-
al or organisation. Records are also held for 
contractual necessity to deliver paid services. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING   

The AGM of the Society will be held at 20.00hrs 
on Tuesday 14 March 2023 via Zoom.  A link 
will be sent by email to Members and will be 
available from Membership@familyhistory.ie  

EVENING OPEN MEETING    
(via Zoom) 

 

Tuesday 14 February —20.00hrs  
 

Tuesday 14 March (AGM) —20.00hrs  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

MORNING OPEN MEETING   
(via Zoom) 

 

Wednesday 22 February 2023 —11.00hrs   
 

Wednesday 22 March 2023 —11.00hrs  
 

Contribution €5.00 p.p.  
(Donations via www.familyhistory.ie) 
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GSI ON YOUTUBE 

The Society’s lectures and some 
informational short videos were 
uploaded to our YouTube Channel. 
To view the videos and hopefully, to 
‘Like’ and ‘Share’ them, and to 
‘Subscribe’ to our YouTube chan-
nel—please checkout: 

www.YouTube.com/c/
GenealogicalSocietyOfIrelandGSI 

 

ON INSTAGRAM 

The Society has been expanding its 
presence across all social media 
platforms and we’re on Instagram! 
Please checkout this link: 

 www.instagram.com/
GenSocIreland  

MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIETY—DID YOU KNOW? 

֍  Did you know that Membership of this Society is open to all with an interest in family history, heraldry, vexillology (study   
 of flags and emblems) and related subjects?  
֍  Did you know that Membership is open to anyone living in Ireland or overseas and with Irish ancestry or with ancestors 
 from anywhere in the world?  All are most welcome.  
֍  Did you know that Student Membership is also available at 50% off the subscription? 

֍  Please checkout: www.familyhistoty.ie                              ֍ Email:  membership@familyhistory.ie  

At the Holiday World Show in 
the RDS, Dublin, held from 
January 27th to 29th 2023, just a 
week after hosting a hugely 
successful stand at the Holiday 
World Show in Belfast. 

From left, Gerard White, 
MGSI, John Goggins, MGSI, 
Cathaoirleach, and Lua Ó 
Scolaí, Director of Finance.  
Front—Fionnuala White, 
MGSI and Eddie Gahan, 
FGSI, Director of the Society’s 
Outreach Programme.   

Thanks to all our volunteers!  
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We’ll All Stay Connected Each Week via Zoom  

     
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GSI BOARD NEWS 

FOUR COURTS PRESS 

Irish History, Genealogy, Local History and much more. Checkout the extensive online 
catalogue for 2023 and the wonderful special offers at www.fourcourtspress.ie—note 

the “back-in-prints” too!! 

LITHUANIAN ANCESTRY 

The Lithuanian Institute of Genealogy, Heraldry 
and Vexillology (Genealogijos, Heraldikos ir 
Veksilologijos Institutas) has recently launched a new 

journal—available electron-
ically and in hardcopy.  
This is the only publication 
of its kind in Lithuania and 
therefore, should of consid-
erable interest to those with 
Lithuanian ancestry.  
For further info. on this 
new journal, check out the 
institute’s website https://
www.ghvi.lt or its Face-
book page—GHVinstitutas 
or email: info@ghvi.lt 

JANUARY LECTURE 

Hugely Important Study Back in Print 
‘The Nine years War 1593-1603’ by James O’Neill published by Four Courts Press in 2017 is now 
back in print.  ISBN: 978-1-84682-754-9 : 332pp : P/bk : ills : Catalogue price: €27.50 : Web Price: 
€24.75.   

The Nine Years War was one of the most traumatic and bloody conflicts in 
the history of Ireland. Encroachment on the liberties of the Irish lords by the 
English crown caused Hugh O’Neill, earl of Tyrone, to build an unprecedent-
ed confederation of Irish lords leading a new Irish military armed with pike 
and shot. This book is an important reassessment of the military dimensions 
of the Nine Years War, as situated in the wider context of European political 
and military history. 

Backed by Philip II of Spain, Tyrone and his allies outclassed the forces of 
the English Crown, achieving a string of stunning victories and bringing the 
power of Elizabeth I in Ireland to the brink of collapse. The opening shots 
were fired in Ulster, but from 1593 to 1599 war engulfed all of Ireland. The 
conflict consumed the lives and reputations of Elizabeth’s court favourites as 
they struggled to cope with the new Irish way of war. Sophisticated strategy 
and modern tactics made the Irish war appear unwinable to many in England, 

but Lord Mountjoy’s arrival as deputy in 1600 changed everything. Mountjoy reformed the demoral-
ized English army and rolled back the advances achieved by Tyrone. Mountjoy’s success was 
crowned by his shattering defeat of Tyrone and his Spanish allies at Kinsale in 1601, which ultimately 
led to the earl’s submission in 1603, though not before famine, misery and atrocity took their toll on 
the people of Ireland. 

This book rewrites the narrative and interpretation of the Nine Years War. It uses military evidence to 
show that not only was Irish society progressive, it was also quicker to adopt military and technologi-
cal change than its English enemies. 

James O’Neill is an archaeologist and an alumnus of the Queen’s University Belfast History Depart-
ment. He completed a two year post-doctorate fellowship in the School of History, University College 
Cork, before returning to Belfast where he now works as a heritage consultant, specializing in battle-
field/conflict archaeology.                                                                                          (Text FCP website) 

“ARCHIVE DROP-INS” 

The weekly “Drop-Ins” hosted by Eddie Gahan, 
FGSI, Director of the Outreach Programme, are hugely 
popular with our Members around the world.  
These informal weekly “Drop-Ins” are only for fully 
paid up Members and are designed to allow you to 
join the Zoom meeting at any time between 11.00hrs 
and 12.00hrs on Wednesdays.  
The “Drop-In” on the 4th Wednesday is a publicly 
accessible ‘Drop-In’ for Members and visitors alike. 
Visitors can email membership@familyhistory.ie for 
the link to this Zoom meeting on the 4th Wednesday. 
Members receive an email from the Director of    
Membership Services each week with access details.  
Members can send in their research query in advance to 
Archivist@familyhistory.ie  (Please also see page 4) 

The Board considered in detail the options of returning 
to ‘in person’ or ‘hybrid’ Open Meetings each month 
and, in that context, took into account the report deliv-
ered to the Board Meeting by the General Secretary on 
3rd February 2022.   
As the circumstances had not changed in respect of 
available resources, it was agreed under Res: 
23/02/1728, to continue with the incorporeal Open 
Meetings via Zoom as Members from outside greater 
Dublin and internationally can attend such. It was also 
agreed to seek to expand the opening hours of An Daon-
chartlann.  This position will be reviewed at the Board 
Meeting to be held on Thursday 1st February 2024. 
Gerard Corcoran, MGSI, Director of Archival Services 
and Education, reported on the digitisation of the Socie-
ty’s annual journals and Shane Wilson, MGSI, Director 
of Internet Services, gave an update on the works under-
taken to make these accessible electronically to the 
Members via the Society’s website.    
Gerard Corcoran, MGSI, also advised the Board on 
various funding options that he is currently considering 
for the development of An Daonchartlann and, in partic-
ular, to expand the digitisation project. 
The next Board Meeting will be held on Thursday 
February 2nd  2022 at 11.00hrs via Zoom. 

                                   General Secretary 

The Board of Directors held its monthly meeting on 
Thursday 2nd February 2023 at 11.00hrs via Zoom 
with eight in attendance.   
The General Secretary, as Company Secretary, gave 
formal notice to the Board of the Annual General 
Meeting of the Society to be held on Tuesday 14th 
March 2023 at 20.00hrs via Zoom. 
As the Society is a Nominating Body for Seanad 
Éireann, the General Secretary advised the Board on 
the submission of the report for the Annual Review 
conducted under the Seanad Electoral (Panel Mem-
bers) Acts, 1947 to 2015 . 
Lua Ó Scolaí, MGSI, Director of Finance, presented 
the Annual Financial Report for the period ending 
31st December 2022 and the notes for the auditor.  
The report was adopted by the Board under Res: 
23/02/1727 and will be forwarded to the Society’s 
auditor in order to prepare for the submission to the 
Companies Registration Office. 
The Director of Finance confirmed that an operations 
grant of €1,000 was approved by Dún Laoghaire 
Rathdown County Council for the Society. 
Eddie Gahan, FGSI, Director of the GSI Outreach 
Programme, reported on the wonderful success of the  
Society’s stands at the Holiday World Shows in 
Belfast and Dublin. (see page 1) 

On Tuesday Jan. 10th 2023 Members were treated to 
an absolutely wonderfully interesting lecture on ‘The 
Irish in British India’ by Hilary Tulloch. 
Hilary opened her lecture by explaining the origins, 
functions and crucially, the existing records of the 
East India Company which was the first global corpo-
ration. It was headquartered in London and kept 
exceptionally good records, for which, its directors set 
up an archive in London in 1801 

At times it was estimated that circa 55% of its em-
ployees were of Irish origin. Irishmen worked in 
administration, on the railways, in the forests and on 
printing presses as well as in hotels, as tailors and 
grooms. Others served in the civil service, colonial 
police, military, naval or merchant marine services   
After 250 years of trading throughout south-east Asia, 
the East India Company was abolished in 1858 and 
the British crown took direct control over “British 
India”.  The records of the East India Company were 
taken over by the newly established ‘India Office’ 
which was responsible for the administration of a 
huge area of British colonial possessions and imperial 
protectorates, not only in “British India”, but through-
out the Indian Ocean and further afield.  
Following Indian and Pakistani independence in 1947, 
this vast body of archival material became public 
records and are now housed in the British Library at 
St Pancras, London. Over the years, these official 
archives have been augmented by the acquisition and 
donation of the private papers of government officials 
and families associated with “British India”.   
Hilary pointed out that many Irish families, not only 
amongst the Anglo-Irish landed gentry, but ordinary 
people of all classes, had family members that served 
in India. Their story needs to be told.  
Check out the full lecture coming soon on the    
Society’s YouTube Channel (see bottom of page 1) 

NIAMH BHREATHNACH RIP 

It is with great sadness that we learned of the 
passing on Monday 6 February 2023 of a long-

time supporter of this Society, former County 
Councillor, Teachta Dála and government 
Minister, Niamh Bhreathnach.  
Niamh, as Cathaoirleach (Chair) of Dún 
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, officially 
opened the Society’s Archive at the restored 
Martello Tower at Seapoint, Co. Dublin, in 
2004.  Pictured below with the late Liam Mac 
Alasdair, FGSI, and the late Seán Kane, FGSI, 
in the background, at the civic reception held at 
the County Hall to mark the official opening.  
Our sincerest condolences to Niamh’s husband, 
Tom Ferris, daughter, Cliodhna and son, Mac-
dara, and to her family, friends and former 
colleagues in the Labour Party.  RIP.  

ANNUAL JOURNAL 2023 

The Board of the Society, under Res: 22/12/1716, 
established a Select Committee for the production of 
the 2023 Annual Journal with Paula Jones, MGSI, 
Deputy General Secretary, as Chair.   
Members and readers wishing to submit items for 
publication in the 2023 issue of the GSI Annual 
Journal are advised to make contact with the Select 
Committee.  
The Select Committee will advise on the word count, 
format and the procedures regarding any images 
accompanying the article. Please email: 
JGSI@familyhistory.ie  
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In Brief…. 
GSI MEMBERSHIP 

Join on-line at www.familyhistory.ie 
Please note that GSI Membership is open 
to all interested in genealogy and related 
subjects.  
Discounted membership rates available for 
under 25s and students at recognised  
genealogy courses. (proof required)   
Full details on the new Membership Pack-
age for 2023-2024 were published in the 
November 2022 issue of this newsletter. 
For back issues of the ‘Gazette’ see the 
Society’s website. 

Barry O’Connor, FGSI,  
Director of Membership Services.  

Email: membership@familyhistory.ie  
 

GSI OPEN MEETINGS 

Society’s Monthly Open Meetings are held 
via ZOOM to allow the fullest access by 
Members from Ireland and overseas. 

Tuesday February 14th —Evening Open 
Meeting—20.00hrs (Zoom) - Speaker: John 
Goodwillie, MGSI on ‘The Stoney family of 
Tipperary and Offaly: life and descendants’.  

Wednesday February 22nd—Morning Open 
Meeting—11.00hrs (Zoom)—Informal discus-
sion on family history and related matters.  

Tuesday March  14th —Evening Open Meet-
ing—20.00hrs (Zoom) - Annual General Meet-
ing—Speaker: Dr. Edmund Gilbert (RCSI) on 
‘Newfoundland and Labrador: A mosaic 
founder population of an Irish and British 
diaspora from 300 years ago’. 

Wednesday March 22nd —Morning Open 
Meeting—11.00hrs (Zoom)—Informal discus-
sion on family history and related matters.   

Tuesday April 11th —Evening Open Meet-
ing—20.00hrs (Zoom) - Speaker: James Scan-
nell on ‘'Rough Justice - Crime and Punish-
ment in early 19th century Dublin'.   

Wednesday April 26th —Morning Open Meet-
ing—11.00hrs (Zoom)—Informal discussion on 
family history and related matters.   

Talks will be posted on YouTube.  
 

ZOOM MEETINGS 

Membership Director, Barry O’Connor, FGSI, 
will email Members to log in to Zoom for the 
two Open Meetings. 

The lectures are open to the public and the 
access details are available on request by email 
from Membership@Familyhistory.ie 

Suggestions on the Monthly Lecture Programme 
to: DepGenSec@familyhistory.ie  

Members may send their research queries in 
advance for the Morning Open Meeting by email 
to Archivist@familyhistory.ie 

The Lecture Programme is recorded for the GSI 
YouTube Channel as a free, publicly accessible 
educational resource.   

We endeavour to have each lecture up as soon as 
possible after the event. 

IRISH DNA ATLAS 

Checkout the short video and the lectures  
on the Irish DNA Atlas project on 

YouTube Channel—www.youtube.com/
c/GenealogicalSocietyOfIrelandGSI  

Some of the Archival Collections in An Daonchartlann, Loughlinstown. (Photo: Tom Conlon) 

James Scannell Reports...  
DUN LAOGHAIRE BORO HIST. SOC. 

Tom Conlon will present ‘Kingstown (Dún 
Laoghaire) as a hub for penal transportation to 
Australia 1824-1849, at 20.00hrs on Wednesday 
15 February in The Royal Marine Hotel, Marine 
Road, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. All are wel-
come - admission is €5.00 

WICKLOW COUNTY LIBRARIES 

Gray Conway will present ‘Researching your 
Wicklow Ancestors - Part 1’ at 19.00hrs on 
Thursday 16 February and ‘Researching your 
Wicklow Ancestors - Part 2’  at 19.00hrs on 
Thursday 23 February while  Rosemary 
Raughter will present  ‘Suffrage in Wicklow  at 
19.00hrs on Wednesday 08 March  in the Wick-
low Library Exhibition Space, The Mall, Main 
Street, Wicklow Town.  Admission is free but 
booking is required for these lectures. To book a 
place contact Wicklow Library at 0404-67025 or 
email: wicklowlocalstudies@wicklowcoco.ie.    

BRAY CUALANN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Professor Gary Murphy will present ‘Haughey, 
Saint or Sinner?’ at 8 p.m.  on Thursday 16 
February in The Royal Hotel, Main Street, Bray, 
Co. Wicklow. All are welcome - admission is 
€8.00 for non-members. 

FOXROCK LOCAL HISTORY CLUB 

Patricia O’Reilly will present ‘Eileen Gray 
(1878-1976) Irish designer and architect’ at 
20.00hrs on Tuesday 21 February in Foxrock 
Parish Pastoral Centre, Foxrock, Co. Dublin. All 
are welcome - admission is €5.00 

THE OLD DUBLIN SOCIETY 

Finnian Ó Cionnaith will present ‘Charles Book-
ing’s 1728 Map of Dublin; context, influences 
and complications of an early Georgian’ at 
18.00hrs on Wednesday 22 February and  Rob 
Goodbody  ‘The Building of Howth Harbour’ at 
18.00hrs on Weds. 08 March  in The Conference 
Room, Dublin City Library & Archive, 144 
Pearse Street, Dublin 2. All are welcome - ad-
mission is free is free to both lectures. No book-
ing required. 

RATHMICHAEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Finola Finlay will present ‘The Story of Stained 
Glass in Ireland: Beyond Harry Clarke’ at 
20.00hrs on Wednesday 01 March in Rathmi-
chael National School, Stonebridge Road, 
Shankill, Co. Dublin, and on Zoom. All welcome 
to attend - admission/Zoom fee is €5.00 

MOUNT MERRION HIST. SOC. 

Dr. Jennifer Goff will present ‘Eileen Gray’ at 
20.00hrs on Thursday 02 March in The Fitzwill-
iam Rooms, Mount Merrion Community Centre, 
Mount Merrion, Co. Dublin. All are welcome - 
admission is €4.00 / Students €2.00 . 

KILMACANOGUE HISTORY SOCIETY 

Marc McMenamin will present ‘Ireland’s Secret www.eneclann.ie 

TRACING YOUR IRISH ANCESTORS  
 by John Grenham, MA, MAGI, FIGRS, FGSI 

The Society strongly recommends to anyone embarking 
on their family history quest that one essential piece of kit 
must be, without doubt, a copy of the FIFTH edition of 
‘Tracing Your Irish Ancestors’. Please checkout the 
website www.gillmacmillan.com Price €24.99 [RRP].                           

War’ at 20.00hrs on Monday 06 March in       
Kilmacanogue Parish Hall, adjacent to St.       
Mochonog’s R.C. Church, Kilmacanogue, Co. 
Wicklow. All are welcome - admission is €5.00 for 
non-members - attendees are requested to wear a 
mask/face covering 

DUBLIN CITY LIBRARIES  

Dr. Mary Muldowney will present ‘The Petticoat 
Pilots: Irish Female Pilots 1909-1939’  at 
13.00hrs on  08 March in  the Ilac Centre, Henry 
Street, Dublin 1.Admission is free but as places are 
limited booking is required - phone 01-2228300 or 
email: centrallibrary@dublincity.ie. 

KILMACUD-STILLORGAN L.H.S 

David McCullagh will present ‘De Valera’s Rise 
at 20.00hrs on Thursday 09 March in The Function 
Room, Glenalbyn, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin.  All are 
welcome – admission is €3.00 

MILITARY HISTORY SOCIETY 

Paul Duffy will present ‘Une sage et valent 
home.’ Hugh de Lacy and the Albigensian Cru-
sade’ at  20.00hrs on Friday 10 March  in Griffith 
College, South Circular Road, Dublin 8.  

MALAHIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Aidan Arnold will present ‘Lambay Island’ at 
20.00hrs on Tuesday 14 March  in St. Sylvester’s 
Church Parish Centre, Malahide, Co. Dublin. All 
are welcome - admission €5.00  

NEWS FROM DUBLIN CITY LIBRARY 
& ARCHIVE 

The Archive Reading Room is open by appoint-
ment only on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days from 10.00hrs to 16.30hrs including through 
lunchtime.  

See website to find out more about the collections 
available at the Reading Room. 

Email cityarchives@dublincity.ie or dublinstudies
@dublincity.ie to request material and to make an 
appointment.  

Please note:  

• You can request up to five items per consul-
tation session.  

• You must receive an appointment confirma-
tion before arriving.  

• You will need a DCLA Research Card to 
access the collections. If you do not have 
one, please bring photo ID with you to apply 
for a Research Card when you arrive. 

 

James Scannell, FGSI 
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IRELAND’S GENEALOGICAL 
GAZETTE 

is published by the 

Genealogical Society of Ireland 
Company Limited by Guarantee 

 

11, Desmond Avenue,  
Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin,  

A96 AD76, Ireland 

 

E-mail:  GAZETTE@familyhistory.ie   
 

Charity Ref: CHY 10672  : No: 20027551  
Company Registration (CRO): 334884 

 

The Society is a Nominating Body for    
Seanad Éireann (Irish Senate) 

GENEALOGY HELP CENTRE 

An Daonchartlann, the Society’s Archive and 
Research Centre is located at the DLR     
Leisure Centre, Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin.   
The  use of our extensive archival resources is 
reserved for fully paid-up GSI members, 
however, day research membership is always 
available on request.   
The facility is normally open each Wednesday 
from 10.30hrs to 16.00hrs contact the GSI 
Archivist on Archivist@familyhistory.ie 

Checkout the Society’s website  www.familyhistory.ie  

Board of Directors (2022-2023) 
John Goggins (Cathaoirleach : Chairperson; 
Oifigeach na Gaeilge) James Walsh (Leas-
Chathaoirleach : Vice-Chairperson; Group 
Projects Coordinator) Michael Merrigan 
(General Secretary, Company Secretary, 
‘Gazette’ Editor; & Irish DNA Atlas); Lua Ó 
Scolaí (Finance & ADF, Philanthropy); Paula 
Jones (Deputy General Secretary, GSI Lecture 
Programme, Diaspora Outreach & Oversight of 
Development Plan); Eddie Gahan (Outreach & 
Zoom Drop-Ins); Shane Wilson (Internet Ser-
vices & Online Publications); Barry O’Connor 
(Membership Services & Cemetery Projects; 
Building & Utilities, Health & Safety);  Gerard 
Corcoran (Archival Services & Education; 
Genetic Genealogy & ADF ) and Laura Price, 
(Special Collections, Research & Specialist 
Groups, Vexillology & Heraldry).  

During the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, many charities in Ireland and overseas are 
finding it difficult with reduced funding streams. This 
Society is funded largely by its Membership Fees and 
the kind donations received from Members and 
friends at home and overseas, without which, it  
simply couldn’t exist. 
The Society is a Registered Charity in Ireland and 
always considers options for fund raising and grant 
applications. The possibility of crowdfunding for 
specific projects is being considered. However, in the 
meantime it was decided to appeal to our Members, 

friends and social media 
followers around the 
world.  
Donations can be made via 
the Society’s website or by 
cheque to the Genealogical 
Society of Ireland and 
forwarded to the General Secretary: 11, Desmond 
Avenue, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Ireland, A96 
AD76.  

If you have already donated—Many Thanks! 

Our Society is a Registered Charity  

“HALL’S INDEX” 

The “Gazette” is Ireland’s longest running monthly 
genealogical newsletter and it is read by thousands 
each month around the world.  
The past issues of the Society’s newsletter from 1996 
to 2016 had been fully indexed by the late Brendan 
Hall, MGSI. The “Hall’s Index” now includes all 
issues right up to date and is available on 
www.familyhistory.ie     
Although we’re not members of the National Union of 
Journalists (NUJ), the team at the “Gazette” always 
endeavour to operate in  accordance with the NUJ 
Code of Conduct www.nuj.org.uk/about/nuj-code/ and 
in line with the 'National Policy Statement on Ensur-
ing Research Integrity in Ireland' which was en-
dorsed by the Genealogical Society of Ireland back in 
June 2014 soon after its launch at the Royal Irish 
Academy. (see the June 2014 issue of the “Gazette” at 
www.familyhistory.ie)  

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR GSI MEMBERS 

Members wishing to avail of this Exclusive Offer from Three.ie please contact Free-
Phone: 1800 944038 or email  ExclusiveOffers@Three.ie    NOTE:  Conditions apply 

An Daonchartlann - Archive & Research Centre    
operates under the following arrangements.  
 

(1) All visits to the archive, for members and non-

members, are normally by appointment only to 
Archivist@familyhistory.ie   

(2) However, this appointment system has been 
gradually relaxed lately and visitors are, once 
again, welcome to visit the facility. 

(3) Maximum time for each visit, is 1 hour for non- 
members and 2 hours for paid-up members.  

(4) Gloves supplied in the archive, must always be 
used while in the archive.  

(5) Face mask/covering must always be worn while 
in the archive. You will be refused admission to 
the archive without a face mask/covering.  

(6) A name and contact phone number will be 
required from each person visiting.  

(7) All visitors, members and non-members must 
leave the archive as soon as their allocated time 
has finished.  

 

Please do not visit the archive, if you are feeling un-
well or have been in contact with someone, who has 
been confirmed as having Covid-19 or are waiting for 
test results.                             Gerard Corcoran, MGSI 

Visiting An Daonchartlann 

WEST CORK RAILWAYS 

‘West Cork Railways—Birth, Beauty and Betrayal’ by Chris Larkin (Mercier Press—

ISBN: 9781781177761—€25.00). In this fascinating book rail enthusiast and historian Chris Larkin 
warmly remembers the lifetime of the West Cork Railway system, allow-
ing readers to hop onto a West Cork train and savour the journey of a 
bygone era. While on board, you might even meet a celebrity!  

‘West Cork Railways’ takes the reader on a travel through time from the 
Famine right through to the rocking 1960s. Sit on a seat and be whisked 
from your West Cork home to villages and towns carrying along the 
dreams, needs and aspirations of bygone travellers. Observe railway life 
and the harmonious existence of dogs, cats, hens, ducks and geese at the 
level crossings.  

Railway enthusiasts will savour detailed accounts of railway stations, 
length of lines together with steam locomotives and wagons, while those 
interested in social history will enjoy accounts of halt-keeper’s houses and 
lists of people including those that worked on the Cork - Beara line.  

This wonderful publication provides a unique visual and historical record of the West Cork Rail-
ways. Fully illustrated throughout, material from Irish Railway Records are complemented with 
unique and rare images from private collections and the ‘London Illustrated News’. Photographs, 
vintage posters, postcards, colour slides, tickets, advertisements and images of railway objects fill 
the pages.  

The railway brought much prosperity to the region; however, decades have passed since its 1961 
demise and the rapid physical decay of the line. West Cork life continued, albeit in a different way. 
While today connectivity is measured in speed, this railway is fondly remembered for linking its 
people. Heartbreakingly, if it had held its ground for a further  twelve years until EEC entry (1973), 
the railway right of way for future generations would have been preserved.  

An essential book for those who have an interest in Irish railway history.   James Scannell, FGSI 


