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Celebrating Local & Regional Identities
Ireland has a rich and varied cultural heritage with
deep roots in each community which contributes
enormously to our strong sense of local and regional
identities. Our history is all around us in our placenames, buildings, monuments and landscapes—we
carry it in our family names, in our DNA and most
tangibly, in our sense of belonging and community.
Many peoples across our continent, irrespective of
the size of their nation state, cherish their local or
regional identities and celebrate or proclaim such in
a variety of ways including symbolism and events.
In Ireland this attachment to locality was harnessed
very successfully by the Gaelic Athletic Association
(GAA), founded in 1884, which became based in
each parish. These local clubs were coordinated by
county boards which, in turn, organised and fielded
the county team which created and fostered a loyalty and enduring identification with the “county”.
Although the boundaries of the Westminster constituencies in Ireland were mostly based on those of the
counties, without a broadened franchise local identities were still largely parish based. However, with
the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898 and the
establishment of the County Councils in 1899, the
“county” became the focus of local politics. This
strong identification with the county, culturally and
politically, is evident throughout Ireland today.
But what of the new urban communities that developed in Ireland from the latter part of the twentiethcentury? How do these relatively new communities
express or proclaim their sense of communal identity, “pride of place” or local heritage?
The ‘Community Flags’ initiative in Scotland is
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NEW DLR CATHAOIRLEACH
On Monday June 13th 2022 the Members of Dún Laoghaire
Rathdown County Council elected Councillor Mary
Hanafin (Fianna Fáil) as Cathaoirleach (Chair) which is
equivalent to “Mayor” in other local authorities.
Cllr. Hanafin has been a Member of the Council since 2014
and was previously a Teachta Dála (MP) and as a member of
government held many Ministries since 1997.
Indeed, as Minister for Tourism, Culture & Sport, Mary
Hanafin officially opened An Daonchartlann at the Carlisle
Pier in a ceremony held at the Harbour Lodge in Dún
Laoghaire on November 8th 2010. She also presented the
renowned Irish genealogist, Mr. John Grenham, MA, with
his Warrant of Fellowship of the Genealogical Society of
Ireland at this special event.
Also present were Cllr. Lettie McCarthy (Labour) who was
Cathaoirleach of the Council in 2010/11 and indeed, Cllr.
Hanafin has taken over now from Cllr. Lettie McCarthy who
was Cathaoirleach again of Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County
Council from June 2021. Two great friends of the Society
down through the years.
GSI President, Stuart Rosenblatt, PC, FGSI, congratulates
Cllr Hanafin and wishes her every success as Cathaoirleach of
Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council.

Did you know that Membership of this Society is open to all with an interest in family history, heraldry, vexillology (study
of flags and emblems) and related subjects?
Did you know that Membership is open to anyone living in Ireland or overseas and with Irish ancestry or with ancestors
from anywhere in the world? All are most welcome.
Did you know that Student Membership is also available at 50% off the subscription?
Please checkout: www.familyhistoty.ie
֍ Email: membership@familyhistory.ie

The President, Cathaoirleach, Board
and Members of the Society send
their deepest condolences to our
dear friend and long-time Member,
Fíona Tipple, MA, DipLib, ALAI,
MGSI, Chief Librarian, on the sudden passing of her beloved husband,
David A. Tipple, on June 5th 2022.
David passed away peacefully after a
brief illness in the care of St. Vincent’s University Hospital, Dublin.
Born in Manchester, England, son of
the late John and Margaret Tipple.
David was laid to rest following
services at St. Laurence O’Toole’s in
Kilmacud and at Mount Jerome.
All of our thoughts are with Fíona
and her family at this very sad time.

HERALDRY

enthusiastically supported by the office of the Lord
Lyon, the heraldic authority for Scotland, which appointed an Honorary Vexillologist to advise on designs
etc. This initiative has helped communities all across
Scotland to promote an awareness, appreciation and
knowledge of their own local heritage. This is a very
effective and inexpensive way of promoting “pride of
place” amongst communities. Maybe Irish local authorities could look at adopting such an initiative here?
‘Flagging Ireland’ was published by this Society to
assist communities in the design of their flags—
checkout: www.facebook.com/Flags.Ireland

MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIETY—DID YOU KNOW?
֍

GENEALOGY

MONTHLY MEETINGS
EVENING OPEN MEETING
(via Zoom)
Tuesday 14 June —20.00hrs
Tuesday 12 July —20.00hrs
_______________________________________________________________________

MORNING OPEN MEETING
(via Zoom)
Wednesday 22 June 2022 —11.00hrs

News & Events
DATA PROTECTION
The European Union's General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into force
on May 25th 2018. The Board, under Res:
18/05/1380, advises Members that the Society
holds the following records on its Members (1) Name; (2) Address; (3) Telephone
Number; (4) Email Address and (5) the name of
the Associate Member, if applicable, and that
such records are only used for the purpose of
contacting Members on Society matters and for
the dispatch of the Monthly Newsletter and the
Annual Journal and furthermore, that these
records are only held by the Director of Membership Services and are inaccessible to all
other persons and that, the Society does not
share this information with any other individual or organisation. Records are also held for
contractual necessity to deliver paid services.

ARCHIVE REOPENING
Gerard Corcoran, MGSI, Director of Archival
Services & Education, and his archive team have
assessed the volunteer levels required to reopen
An Daonchartlann on Wednesdays and Saturdays to both Members and public. See page 4.
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Donegal—Irish Revolution
“Archive Drop-Ins”
Annual Journal 2022
GSI Board News
Open Meetings Schedule
Irish DNA Atlas
James Scannell Reports..
Précis of the May Lecture
Archive Appointments
Mobile Phone Deals
GSI Board Members

Wednesday 27 July 2022 —11.00hrs
Contribution €5.00 p.p.
(Donations via www.familyhistory.ie)
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GSI ON YOUTUBE
The Society’s lectures and some informational short
videos were uploaded to our YouTube Channel.
To view the videos and hopefully, to ‘Like’ and
‘Share’ them, and to ‘Subscribe’ to our YouTube
channel—please checkout:

www.YouTube.com/c/
GenealogicalSocietyOfIrelandGSI

GSI ON INSTAGRAM
The Society has been expanding its presence across all
social media platforms and we’re on Instagram!
Please checkout this link:

www.instagram.com/GenSocIreland

“ARCHIVE DROP-INS”
The weekly “Drop-Ins” hosted by Eddie Gahan,
FGSI, Director of the Outreach Programme, are hugely
popular with our Members around the world.
These informal weekly “Drop-Ins” are only for fully
paid up Members and are designed to allow you to
join the Zoom meeting at any time between 11.00hrs
and 12.00hrs on Wednesdays.
The “Drop-In” on the 4th Wednesday is a publicly
accessible ‘Drop-In’ for Members and visitors alike.
Visitors can email membership@familyhistory.ie for
the link to this Zoom meeting on the 4th Wednesday.
Members receive an email from the Director of
Membership Services each week with access details.
Members can send in their research query in advance to
Archivist@familyhistory.ie

We’ll All Stay Connected via Zoom & Teams

Donegal—The Irish Revolution, 1912-23

GSI JOURNAL 2022
Established in 1990, the Genealogical Society
of Ireland aims to promote an awareness, appreciation and knowledge of genealogical and
heraldic studies in Ireland and amongst the
Irish Diaspora.
The Society is currently preparing its annual
Journal of the Genealogical Society of Ireland
for digital publication. While not an academic
journal, this is an educational publication that
features a broad range and depth of articles
which share information on researching family
trees and other areas of interest where expertise, advice, research experience and successes
are shared with the reader.
The estimated readership on publication of this
non-commercial journal is expected to be under
1,000 readers.

‘Donegal—The Irish Revolution, 1912-23’ by Pauric Travers (Series Editors: Dáithí Ó Corráin and Mary Ann
Lyons) published by Four Courts Press. (ISBN: 978-1-84682-978-9 : 240pp : ills. : Price: €24.95 : Web Price
€22.45). Donegal is the most northerly county on the island of Ireland, one of the nine counties of the province of
Ulster and one of three Ulster counties in the Republic. It was also one of the counties covered
by the plantation of Ulster in the early seventeenth-century when land was confiscated from
the Catholic indigenous Gaelic Irish population and the most fertile land was granted to Presbyterian Scottish and Anglican (Protestant) English settlers. A county divided culturally,
linguistically, ethnically, denominationally, and crucially, economically, with the poorer less
productive mountainous, boggy, and thin-soiled exposed Atlantic coastal areas left to the
native Irish who were tenants of mostly absentee “planter” landlords. Although this county
was included in the Ulster Plantation, it had a native Irish majority population down through
the centuries. The precarious and almost subsistence nature of the farming in the west and
north of the county exposed these people to periodic food shortages and famine throughout the
nineteenth-century, while the areas of relatively good land in the east of the county continued
to supply the markets of Derry, Strabane and further afield. An enduring legacy of dispossession amongst sections of the Catholic population proved a fertile ground for agrarian and
political agitation only to be matched with an equally trenchant defence by the “other side”.
With such a historical and social backdrop, the revolutionary period was bound to be difficult and, in many respects,
different from the experience of other counties across Ireland and, especially, in the province of Ulster. Pauric
Travers in this new assessment of the county in the years from 1912 to essentially, 1924, when, not generally known,
in August 1924 the ‘Union Jack’ was finally lowered over Belleek fort in Co. Donegal in the Irish Free State. This
area was previously the scene of intense fighting, including the use of artillery, in 1922 between the British Army
and a combined Irish National Army and Republican Irregular force.
Revolutionary period Donegal provides a fascinating study of the political events of the period which Travers sets
firmly in the context of the underlying social and economic background. The experiences of the different regions in a
disparate county are highlighted, as well as the conflicting loyalties of unionists, home rulers and separatists. Religion and the shadow of partition loom large. The emergence of rival paramilitary groups of Irish and Ulster Volunteers in response to the home rule bill threatened to spill over into communal conflict. This was averted, at least
temporarily, by the outbreak of the First World War which had a profound impact. The radicalization of opinion in
the county after 1916 and the victory of Sinn Féin and the eclipse of both the Irish Parliamentary Party and the
Ancient Order of Hibernians presaged a fundamental shift in allegiances and a successful military and administrative
challenge to the legitimacy of British control locally. The IRA campaign in Donegal began slowly but grew in intensity during 1920–1. The imposition of partition had a deep and abiding impact in Donegal, not least on the unionist
community in border areas, and contributed to the bitterness and intensity of the split in the nationalist movement
over the Treaty and of the Civil War which followed.
This book is highly recommended reading for all students of the Irish revolutionary period, but also for local and
social historians, genealogists and, indeed, for all with ancestral links to this stunningly beautiful county on Ireland’s
Wild Atlantic Way.
Pauric Travers, a native of County Donegal, is an historian and educator. A graduate of the National University of
Ireland and the Australian National University, he is president emeritus of St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra.

The Society is inviting submissions of articles
from members and others in the following
areas:

FOUR COURTS PRESS

IMAGES: images are very welcome and
should be submitted as separate .jpg or .png
files. Each file name must include your name
so the images can be matched to the text document, e.g. JoeBloggs_Image1.jpg. Images and
figures must have a caption or title along with
the source details. These should be listed at the
end of the article or as a separate list included
with your submission. If you require advice
about images and sourcing, please contact the
Editor at depgensec@familyhistory.ie.

Irish History, Genealogy, Local History and much more. Checkout the new online catalogue for 2022 and the
wonderful special offers at www.fourcourtspress.ie

GSI BOARD NEWS
On Thursday June 2nd 2022, the monthly meeting of
the Board of Directors was held as an incorporeal
meeting via Zoom.
Paula Jones, MGSI, the Deputy General Secretary,
provided an update on the establishment of the Select
Committee on the Annual Journal 2022 comprising of
the following Members, Aiden Feerick, Laura Price,
Gerard Corcoran and Paula as Chair. The criteria for
submissions was agreed—see right on this page.
The Director of Finance, Lua Ó Scolaí, MGSI,
advised the Board on the ongoing endeavours to
transfer our bank accounts from Ulster Bank, which
is leaving the Republic, to Allied Irish Bank. Given
the numbers of companies in the same situation
throughout the country, it is taking longer than anticipated.
It was agreed that the Director of Archival Services &
Education, Gerard Corcoran, MGSI, would represent the Society at the Annual General Meeting of the
UK-based international Family History Federation
(via Zoom) on June 11th 2022.
The reopening of An Daonchartlann was discussed at

length and it was agreed to re-open on Wednesday 8th
(subsequently postponed) on an appointment only basis.
This will allow for the optimum use of the available
volunteers. It was also agreed to apply the same booking
system to Saturdays. (see page 4)
Under the actions emanating from the adoption of the
Development Plan, 2022-2027, Laura Price, MGSI,
the Director of Special Collections, Research and Specialist Groups, provided an analysis of her new portfolio
and outlined areas for development.
A national heraldic project is under consideration which
aims to highlight this aspect of our heritage which is so
intrinsically intertwined with our genealogical heritage,
local history, clan/sept and regional identities.
The Director of Archival Services & education, Gerard
Corcoran, MGSI, advised the Board that he intends to
establish new digitisation projects in the coming weeks.
This will be something that Members can participate
both in person at An Daonchartlann and online from
home.
The next Board Meeting will be held on Thursday 7th
July 2022 at 11.00hrs via Zoom.

Family history including oral histories. These
can be articles about family trees and research
undertaken, interviews with family members on
their personal experience of living history, etc.
Local history. This can be of a particular area,
a cemetery, local hospital, a time period, etc.
DNA & Genealogy and Other relevant topics
We would very much appreciate it if you would
consider submitting an article for the next issue
which is due for publication in October 2022.
The last date for submission of articles is 1st
July 2022 and can be emailed directly to
depgensec@familyhistory.ie

ARTICLE GUIDELINES
WORD COUNT: articles, excluding footnotes, should be between 1500 to 3500 words
and submitted as a .docx document (Ms Word).
TEXT FONT: please use Arial or Times New
Roman font for the text. Final formatting and
font selection will be decided by the Editorial
Board.
REFERENCES: these are to be provided as
endnotes, not footnotes and listed in a bibliography style such as Irish Historical Studies,
Harvard or Chicago referencing styles. Details
of these referencing styles can be found online;
the Irish Historical Studies referencing guide
https://www.irishhistoricalstudies.ie/site/assets/
files/1/rulesforcontribs-1.pdf.

IMAGE COPYRIGHT: images must not
infringe copyright of the owner. Authority to
use in the Journal must be sought and/or provided by the author as appropriate, preferably
before the article is submitted. Images that are
available in the public domain still have citation requirements and these must also be included as well as any links to the images
online. Where images are supplied without
copyright agreements, these will not be included in the final article.
ABOUT YOU: please also include a short
biography of yourself and an optional photo
headshot which we will include at the end of
the article.
Paula Jones, Deputy General Secretary
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In Brief….
GSI MEMBERSHIP
Join on-line at www.familyhistory.ie
Please note that GSI Membership is open
to all interested in genealogy and related
subjects. Discounted membership rates
available for under 25s and students at
recognised genealogy courses.

GSI OPEN MEETINGS
Society’s Monthly Open Meetings are held
via ZOOM to allow the fullest access by
Members from Ireland and overseas.
Tuesday June 14th —Evening Open
Meeting—20.00hrs (Zoom) - ‘They Remained on the Footplate’ - James Scannell
Wednesday June 22nd—Morning Open
Meeting—11.00hrs
(Zoom)—Informal
general discussion on family history and
related matters.
Tuesday July 12th—Evening Open Meeting—20.00hrs (Zoom) - John Goggins on
the research for his book.
Wednesday July 27th—Morning Open
Meeting—11.00hrs
(Zoom)—Informal
general discussion on family history and
related matters.
Tuesday August 9th —Evening Open
Meeting—20.00hrs (Zoom) - Brian Donovan of Findmypast—’The Irish in the
1921 Census of England & Wales’.
Wednesday August 24th —Morning
Open
Meeting—11.00hrs
(Zoom)—
Informal general discussion on family
history and related matters.
Tuesday September 13th —Evening
Open Meeting—20.00hrs (Zoom) - Gerard
O’Meara ‘Lorrha in the Great War’.
Wednesday September 22nd —Morning
Open
Meeting—11.00hrs
(Zoom)—
Informal general discussion on family
history and related matters.
Details of the talks will be posted on the
Society’s website and on Social Media.

ZOOM MEETINGS
Membership Director, Barry O’Connor,
FGSI, will email Members to log in to
Zoom for the two Open Meetings.
The lectures are open to the public and the
access details are available on request by
email from Membership@Familyhistory.ie
Suggestions on the Monthly Lecture Programme to: DepGenSec@familyhistory.ie
Members may send their research queries
in advance for the Morning Open Meeting
by email to Archivist@familyhistory.ie
The Lecture Programme is recorded for
the GSI YouTube Channel as a free, publicly accessible educational resource.
We endeavour to have each lecture up as
soon as possible after the event.

Some of the Archival Collections in An Daonchartlann, Loughlinstown. (Photo: Tom Conlon)

James Scannell Reports...
Dublin City Libraries - Ballyfermot Library
Cathy Scuffil will present ‘The Irish Civil War Part 2:
From Béal na Bláth to Arms Dump’ at 18.30hrs on Mon
20 June. Booking ballyfermotlibrary@dublincity.ie, call
01 222 8422, or via eventbrite.ie.

Dublin City Libraries - Coolock Library
Cormac Moore will present ‘The Irish Civil War Part 1:
From Treaty Talks to Fire at the Four Courts’ at
18.30hrs on Wednesday 22 June, and ‘The Irish Civil
War Part 2: From Béal na Bláth to Arms Dump’ at
18.30hrs on Weds 29 June. Booking coolocklibrary@dublincity.ie 01 222 8490, or via eventbrite.ie.

Dublin City Libraries – Finglas Library
James Curry will present ‘The Irish Civil War Part 1:
From Treaty Talks to Fire at the Four Courts’ at
18.30hrs on Wednesday 22 June, and ‘The Irish Civil
War Part 2: From Béal na Bláth to Arms Dump’ at
18.30hrs on Weds 29 June. Booking finglaslibrary@dublincity.ie or call 01 222 8330.

Dublin City Libraries - Cabra Library
James Curry will present ‘The Irish Civil War Part 1:
From Treaty Talks to Fire at the Four Courts’ at
18.30hrs on Thursday 23 June, and ‘The Irish Civil War
Part 2: From Béal na Bláth to Arms Dump’ at 18.30hrs
on Thurs. 30 June. Booking cabralibrary@dublincity.ie
call 01 222 8317, or via eventbrite.ie.

Dublin City Libraries - Central Library
Dr. Mary Muldowney will present ‘The Irish Civil War
Part 1: From Treaty Talks to Fire at the Four Courts’ at
18.30hrs on Thursday 23 June, and ‘The Irish Civil War
Part 2: From Béal na Bláth to Arms Dump’ at 18.30hrs
on Thurs 30 June. Booking centrallibrary@dublincity.ie
call 01 222 8300, or via eventbrite.ie.

Dublin City Libraries - Raheny Library
Cormac Moore will present ‘The Irish Civil War Part 1:
From Treaty Talks to Fire at the Four Court’ at 18.30hrs
on Monday 27 June, and ‘The Irish Civil War Part 2:
From Béal na Bláth to Arms Dump’ at 18.30hrs on
Monday 4 July. Booking rahenylibrary@dublincity.ie
call 01 222 8322.

Dublin City Libraries - Ringsend Library
Cathy Scuffil will present ‘The Irish Civil War Part 1:
From Treaty Talks to Fire at the Four Courts’ at
18.30hrs on Monday 27 June, and ‘The Irish Civil War
Part 2: From Béal na Bláth to Arms Dump’ at 18.30hrs
on Weds 6 July.
Booking on ringsendlibrary@dublincity.ie 01 222 8499 or via eventbrite.ie.

Dublin City Libraries - Walkinstown Library
Cathy Scuffil will present The Irish Civil War Part 1:
From Treaty Talks to Fire at the Four Courts’ at
18.30hrs on Wednesday 29 June. Booking required
walkinstownlibrary@dublincity.ie, or call 01 222 8890

IRISH DNA ATLAS

Dublin City Libraries - Pembroke Library

Checkout the short video and the lectures
on the Irish DNA Atlas project on
YouTube Channel—www.youtube.com/
c/GenealogicalSocietyOfIrelandGSI

Cathy Scuffil will present ‘The Irish Civil War Part 2:
From Béal na Bláth to Arms Dump’ at 18.30hrs on Tues
5 July. Booking pembrokelibrary@dublincity.ie, call 01
222 8450, or via eventbrite.ie.

www.eneclann.ie

are explained clearly and concisely and this excellent
book will appeal to those who wish to read a simple
book covering this conflict.
The Civil War was triggered
by the signing of the December 1921 Anglo-Irish Treaty
considered unacceptable by
many Republicans as it did
not grant complete independence from Britain as this is
what they had believed that
had been fighting for.
Divided into six section,
‘Introduction’ covers the
period December 1921 and
the lead up to the start of
hostilities in June 1922;
‘Phase 1 - July and December 1922’ covers the key
events that took place in this
period including the death of Michael Collins and the first
judicial executions of Republicans for bearing arms
against the State; ‘Phase 2 December 1922 to May 1923’
opens with the summary executions of Liam Mellows,
Dick Barrett, Rory O’Connor and Joe McKelvey in retaliation of the shooting dead of Seán Hales, T.D., and
wounding of Pádraig Ó Máille, and the key events in the
military campaign against Republicans until the ‘dump
arms’ instruction was issued. ‘Controversy, Reprisal and
Execution during the Civil War’ deals with depth with the
government policy of executions, the unacceptable behaviour by elements of the National Army, and the mistreatment of prisoners which left a lasting legacy of bitterness
long after the conflict ended. ‘Biographies’ provides brief
histories of some of those involved in this conflict, while
the ‘Appendix’ provides the draft constitution of the Irish
Republican Army. There is an excellent ‘Bibliography’ of
books used to complete this excellent book which those
who wish to pursue further reading can refer to, and an
‘Index’ to its contents.
This is excellent book covering the Civil War very clearly
and concisely explaining all the issues surrounding it
and how the war progressed and is an essential acquisition
for those who wish to understand what the Civil War
was about and how it progressed.
Mercier Press has also republished the following titles
in their Military History of the Irish Civil War series ‘The Fall of Dublin’ by Liz Gillis; ‘The Battle for Limerick City’ by Pádraig Óg Ó Ruairc; ‘The Battle for
Kilmallock’ by John O’Callaghan; ‘The Summer Campaign in Kerry’ by Tom Doyle, and ‘The Battle for Cork,
July-August 1922’ by John Borgonovo.
These two wo
publications on
the Civil War,
can be ordered
from newsagents or directly from their
respective
publishers.
James Scannell

PUBLICATIONS
‘An Introduction to the Irish Civil War’ by John
O’Donovan. Published by Mercier Press, ISBN 978-178117-806-5, pb, 128pp, ills.
The centenary of its outbreak of the Civil War, which
occurs at the end of this month, has been the subject of
various lengthy books, and currently is the subject of a
series of talks in Dublin City branch libraries, but the
joy of this book, which features as the cover image IRA
Volunteers patrolling Dublin’s Grafton Street in 1922,
is that the key issues in this conflict and how it evolved

TRACING YOUR IRISH ANCESTORS
by John Grenham, MA, MAGI, FIGRS, FGSI
The Society strongly recommends to anyone embarking
on their family history quest that one essential piece of kit
must be, without doubt, a copy of the FIFTH edition of
‘Tracing Your Irish Ancestors’. Please checkout the
website www.gillmacmillan.com Price €24.99 [RRP].
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PRÉCIS OF THE MAY LECTURE
Uncovering the James Hack Tuke Assisted Emigrants from the West of Ireland in the 1880s’ by Gerard Moran
For our May talk, the Society was delighted to welcome Dr. Gerard Moran, a researcher at the Social Science
Research Centre at NUI Galway and a retired academic who lectured at NUI Galway and Maynooth University.
Dr. Moran’s highly interesting and informative talk about the Forgotten Famine in the West of Ireland from 1879
to 1882 described the important but largely unknown work of the English Quaker and philanthropist, James Hack
Tuke who assisted over 1,300 families, 9,500 people, to emigrate from Connemara and Mayo to North America
from 1882 to 1884, specifically from Belmullet, Clifden, Newport, Oughterard and Swinford Poor Law Unions.
Dr. Moran gave an overview of the structure of the Poor Law Unions in the west as he went on to describe the
economic and social structures that prevailed such as the decline in seasonal migration, decline in the price of
kelp, the withdrawal of shop credit and the general poverty of the population as well as the extremely poor weather of 1878 to 1879 which resulted in the failure of the potato crop. He gave detail on how the size of farms in the
area were well below the accepted size deemed sufficient to support one family based on the findings of the
Bessborough Commission.
Dr. Moran went on to discuss the relief operations that were instigated when the crisis erupted and then explored
in detail the philanthropic work of James Hack Tuke and the Tuke Fund that was established to provided assisted
emigration. The operation of the Fund was described along with the selection process for families who wanted to
emigrate as well as the scale of demand for emigration. Dr. Moran then went in to discuss the research into the
families that had emigrated, what ships they sailed on and when they emigrated to in North America including
Maine, Massachusetts, Vermont, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Ohio and Minnesota as well as the challenges in
tracing them due to changes in the spelling of names for instance.
What the research showed is that emigrants looked to go to destinations where family and friends were already
established in Irish communities and where Irish was spoken. Also of interest was the level of remittances sent to
relations that remained in Ireland and the difference these made to those relations in terms of security of tenure of
their homes and the local economy. Dr Moran detailed the circumstances in which the Tuke Fund was wound up.
For anyone interested in further research, Dr. Moran provided guidance on various online resources.
Paula Jones, MGSI, Deputy General Secretary
EDITOR: Apologies to our Members and readers at home and around the world for the unavoidable delay in
publishing this issue of ‘Ireland’s Genealogical Gazette’. This was due to computer problems that, thankfully,
were resolved within a week, however, this resulted in a week’s delay in getting this issue published. Sorry!

Appointment System for An Daonchartlann
An Daonchartlann - Archive & Research Centre
operates these rules when open (temporarily closed).

(4)

(1)

(5)

(2)

(3)

All visits to the archive, for members and nonmembers, is by appointment only. All appointments to be made, in advance, via email to
Archivist@familyhistory.ie only.
Maximum time for each visit, is 1 hour for nonmembers and 2 hours for paid-up members.
Maximum number of visitors per appointment
is one person.
Gloves supplied in the archive, must always be
used while in the archive.

(6)

Face mask/covering must always be worn while
in the archive. You will be refused admission to
the archive without a face mask/covering.
A name and contact phone number will be
required from each person visiting.
All visitors, members and non-members must
leave the archive as soon as their allocated time
has finished.

Please do not visit the archive, if you are feeling unwell or have been in contact with someone, who has
been confirmed as having Covid-19 or are waiting for
test results.
Gerard Corcoran, MGSI

Checkout the Society’s website www.familyhistory.ie

Our Society is a Registered Charity
During the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, many charities in Ireland and overseas are
finding it difficult with reduced funding streams. This
Society is funded largely by its Membership Fees and
the kind donations received from Members and
friends at home and overseas, without which, it
simply couldn’t exist.
The Society is a Registered Charity in Ireland and
always considers options for fund raising and grant
applications. The possibility of crowdfunding for
specific projects is being considered. However, in the
meantime it was decided to appeal to our Members,

friends and social media
followers
around
the
world.
Donations can be made via
the Society’s website or by
cheque to the Genealogical
Society of Ireland and
forwarded to the General Secretary: 11, Desmond
Avenue, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Ireland, A96
AD76.
If you have already donated—Many Thanks!

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR GSI MEMBERS

IRELAND’S GENEALOGICAL
GAZETTE
is published by the

Genealogical Society of Ireland
Company Limited by Guarantee
11, Desmond Avenue,
Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin,
A96 AD76, Ireland
E-mail: GAZETTE@familyhistory.ie
Charity Ref: CHY 10672 : No: 20027551
Company Registration (CRO): 334884
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“HALL’S INDEX”
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genealogical newsletter and it is read by thousands
each month around the world.
The past issues of the Society’s newsletter from 1996
to 2016 had been fully indexed by the late Brendan
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Research Centre is located at the DLR
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