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They say that family historians are natural hoarders, 
amassing papers, files, notebooks, charts, maps and, 
of course, photographs.  Let’s be fair, family mem-
bers and friends levelling such dastardly charges 
against us have a point—we do collect a lot of  
papers and files. 
Over the years, this Society has encouraged its 
Members to make arrangements for their own  
family history papers and files—what happens to all 
these records after we’re gone?   
These family history records, in many cases, have 
been compiled over a number of decades of dedicat-
ed and painstaking research undertaken in reposito-
ries, churchyards and other locations throughout the 
country.  We deeply cherish these records as, not 
only the fruits of many, many hours of our labour, 
but as tangible links to the lives of our ancestors and 
their extended families over many generations. 
Genealogical organisations the world over promote 
the preservation of such records for future genera-
tions of researchers. Many, like this Society, offer a 
caring place of refuge for such records in their 
archives. This facility may be well understood by 
family historians, but sadly without each of us  
making a specific provision for the deposit of our 
records with an archive, many of these valuable 
research documents and precious family photo-
graphs could end up as landfill or recycled paper. 
Maybe this was the case with the late Ms. Josephine 
O’Dowd of Dún Laoghaire, a former teacher, who 
died in 1998. Ms. O’Dowd’s papers and photo-
graphs, detailing a very interesting life with many 
political connections, were removed during the 
house clearance and placed in a skip on the road. 
This skip attracted much attention and, amongst the 
items salvaged by members of the public on Thurs-
day 9th July 1998, was an autograph book of the 
internees at the Curragh Camp 1919-21 & 1921-22.  
Sadly, before it could be traced by the Military 
Archives, it was apparently sold at auction in   
London. A great loss to the nation and to historians! 
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DATA PROTECTION  
The European Union's General Data Protec-
tion Regulation (GDPR) came into force 
on May 25th 2018. The Board, under Res: 
18/05/1380, advises Members that the Society 
holds the following records on its Mem-
bers (1) Name; (2) Address; (3) Telephone 
Number; (4) Email Address and (5) the name of 
the Associate Member, if applicable, and that 
such records are only used for the purpose of 
contacting Members on Society matters and for 
the dispatch of the Monthly Newsletter and the 
Annual Journal and furthermore, that these 
records are only held by the Director of Mem-
bership Services and are inaccessible to all 
other persons and that, the Society does not 
share this information with any other individu-
al or organisation. Records are also held for 
contractual necessity to deliver paid services. 

IRISH DNA ATLAS 

Checkout the short video clip and the 
lectures  on the Irish DNA Atlas project on 

the Society’s YouTube Channel—
www.youtube.com/c/

GenealogicalSocietyOfIrelandGSI  

EVENING OPEN MEETING    
(via Zoom) 

 

Tuesday 8 February —20.00hrs  
 

Tuesday 8 March (AGM) —20.00hrs  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

MORNING OPEN MEETING   
(via Zoom) 

 

Wednesday 23 February 2022 —11.00hrs   
 

Wednesday 23 March 2022 —11.00hrs  
 

Contribution €5.00 p.p.  
(Donations via www.familyhistory.ie) 

 

“Cuimhnigí ar Ár Sinnsir—Remember Our Ancestors” 

ISSN 1649-7937 

“For the late Miss O’Dowd” 
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NOTICE OF AGM 

The Annual General Meeting of the  
Genealogical Society of Ireland will be 
held on Tuesday 8th March 2022 at 
20.00hrs via Zoom. 
The AGM will receive the following 
reports: Annual Report of the Board and 
the Annual Financial Statement for the 
period ending 31 December 2021. 
The Members will elect the Board of 
Directors for 2022-2023 including the 
Cathaoirleach (Chairperson), Leas-

Chathaoirleach (Vice-Chair), General 
Secretary and the Director of Finance. 
Then up to six further Members of the 
Board will be elected and will receive 
their portfolios at the April meeting of the 
new Board of Directors.    
Only fully paid-up Members may pro-
pose or second nominations for the Board 
or stand for election or vote at the AGM. 

General Secretary 
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The Board of Directors met on Thursday 
February 3rd 2022 at 11.00hrs via Zoom and 
the General Secretary formally advised the 
Board that the Annual General Meeting of 
the Society will be held on Tuesday March 8th 
2022 at 20.00hrs. It was agreed that a formal 
notice to all Members regarding the AGM will 
be published in the February ‘Gazette’. 
The General Secretary advised the Board that 
the Register of Beneficial Ownership had 
been updated on February 27th 2022.   
The Deputy General Secretary, Paula Jones, 
MGSI advised the Board of the ongoing work 
on the Society’s Development Plan 2022-27 
and especially, on the formulation of strategic 
objectives for implementation during the 
lifetime of the plan.   
The Director of Finance, Lua Ó Scolaí, 
MGSI, reported on the progress of the change 
of the Society’s bankers from Ulster Bank to 
Allied Irish Bank. He also agreed to investi-
gate the facilities offered by Revolut Bank.  
The draft annual accounts are now with the 
Society’s auditors in preparation for submis-
sion to the Companies Registration Office and 
to the Annual General Meeting. 
The General Secretary presented a paper on 
the following (1) Evening Open Meetings 
(second Tuesday of each month); (2) Morn-
ing Open Meetings (fourth Wednesday of 
each month, except December); (3) Archive 
Drop-Ins (every Wednesday, except the 
fourth) and (4) Archive Open Days in Lough-
linstown.  The purpose of the paper was to set 
out the current situation, a possible “hybrid” 
situation and a set of proposals to deal with 
each.  
The Board considered each separately taking 
into consideration the following points: (1) 
Online situation creating greater accessibility; 
(2) Membership demography and ongoing 
Covid-19 concerns; (3) Costs and technology 
issues; (4) Staffing and training; and (5) the 
need for operational sustainability of each. 
After a lengthy discussion with all options 
considered, the Board agreed to the following 
under Res: 22/02/1646.   
(1) Evening Open Meetings – to be held via 
Zoom with no “in person” Evening Meetings 
to be held until 2023. This allows for the 
greatest accessibility to our monthly lecture 
series via Zoom from anywhere in the world. 
(2) Morning Open Meetings – to be held via 
Zoom, however, the Open Meeting on the 
Fourth Wednesday will be redesignated as a 
publicly accessible “Archive Drop-in” meet-
ing for Members and non-Members.  
(3) Archive Drop-Ins – which are held on 
each Wednesday, other than the fourth 
Wednesday of each month, will be reserved 
for fully paid-up Members only as is currently 
the case.  
(4) Archive Open Days – currently not avail-
able due to Covid-19 (An Daonchartlann 
temporarily closed), however, this matter will 
be resolved in the coming weeks when ade-
quate numbers of volunteers have been se-
cured to resume these Archive Open Days on 
Wednesdays. The resumed Archive Open 
Days will be on an appointment only basis 
for the foreseeable future. Depending on the 
numbers of Members volunteering, it is 
planned to have two Archive Open Days per 
week later this year.  
It was also agreed that to prepare for a possi-
ble “hybrid” situation (in-person and via 
Zoom) next year, that occasional podcasts and 
Zoom sessions could be hosted from An 
Daonchartlann during this year.     
The next Board Meeting will be on Thursday 
March 3rd  2022 at 11.00hrs via Zoom.  

Please Stay Safe—We’ll Stay Connected via Zoom & Teams 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 
8th March 2022 at 20.00hrs via Zoom and the annual 
terms of each of the current Directors expires at the 
AGM.  They are, of course, eligible for re-election at 
the AGM. 

The Society is incorporated in Ireland as a company 
limited by guarantee and also, it is a registered charity. 
So the Board of Directors runs the company for and on 
behalf of the Members of the Society.  

Four of the Board, the Cathaoirleach (Chair), Leas-

Chathaoirleach (Vice-Chair), General Secretary and 
the Director of Finance are elected directly to these 
positions by the Members at the AGM.  The other six 
members of the Board receive their portfolios from the 
Board at its first monthly meeting after the AGM. 

The Board operates a “cabinet-style” form of govern-
ance where each Director receives a specific portfolio 
for which they are responsible to the Board. For exam-
ple, these areas cover the GSI Lecture Programme, 
Internet Services, the Outreach Programme, the  
Archive and Education etc.  

The Board of Directors meets once a month on the 
first Thursday (except January, when it is the second 
Thursday and except August, where there is no meet-
ing scheduled). The meetings take place via Zoom and 
last for approximately two hours commencing at 
11.00hrs and ending normally around 12.45hrs. 

All fully paid-up Members are eligible for election to 
the Board of Directors, however, the maximum number 
of Directors is capped at ten.  

All our Directors have specific responsibilities and 
designated portfolios, however, initiative and innova-
tion are always encouraged. There is a great deal of 
independence in the roles and new ideas, suggestions 
and programmes are frequently brought forward.  

The Board primarily deals with policy, planning,  
finances and regulatory matters, therefore, the day-to-

day operation of each portfolio is down to its holder. 

If you would like to discuss going forward  for election 
to the Board, please feel free to contact any of the 
Board members on the General Secretary.   

LIKE TO SERVE ON THE BOARD? 

FOUR COURTS PRESS 

Irish History, Genealogy, Local History and much more. Checkout the new online catalogue for 2022 and the 
wonderful special offers at www.fourcourtspress.ie 

GSI ON YOUTUBE 

The Society’s lectures and some informational short 
videos were uploaded to our YouTube Channel. 
To view the videos and hopefully, to ‘Like’ and 
‘Share’ them, and to ‘Subscribe’ to our YouTube 
channel—please checkout: 

www.YouTube.com/c/
GenealogicalSocietyOfIrelandGSI 

GSI ON INSTAGRAM 

The Society has been expanding its presence across all 
social media platforms and we’re on Instagram! 
Please checkout this link: 

 www.instagram.com/GenSocIreland  

GSI Board News 

St. Brigid’s Day a new Public Holiday from 2023 

With the long overdue announcement by the Government of Ireland that St. Brigid’s Day, February 1st, is to become 
a Bank Holiday (Public Holiday) from 2023. It will be on the first Monday in February, which will be Feb. 6th 2023.  
St. Brigid’s Day, Lá Fhéile Bríde, was traditionally celebrated around the ancient Irish festival of fertility, Imbolc.  
This will be Ireland’s first Public Holiday named in honour of a woman and this has sparked a great deal of interest 
in the life, legend, legacy and symbolism of “Brigid”.  Here is an extract from the review of ‘Saint Brigid of    
Kildare—Life, Legend and Cult’ by Noel Kissane (ISBN: 978-1-84682-630 -2 : 360pp : illustrations : P/bk : Web 
Price €22.45) originally published in this newsletter in November 2017 (Vol. 12 No. 11) 

The title of this book would suggest that it was a rather strange choice for review in 
a genealogical newsletter, but surprisingly it is a work that will delight the local 
historian, folklorist, medievalist, place-name specialist, church historian and stu-
dents of many other disciplines. As for the genealogist or clan/sept historian, the 
name ‘Brigid’ and in its many variants is in every Irish family and indeed, many 
common surnames have ’Brigid’ as an element whether disguised or not through 
Anglicisation.  
All around the country, whether in urban or rural areas, the name appears in place-

names, street-names, holy wells, churches, schools, GAA clubs, athletic clubs, 
boxing clubs and even a rugby club. So who or what was this ’Brigid’?  
To put this book in context, no better way than to quote from the sleeve “Despite 
being the female patron saint of Ireland and one of the most remarkable women in 
Irish history, St Brigid has always been an elusive figure. Some scholars have 
argued that she never existed as a real person but was merely the Christian personi-
fication of the cult of a pagan goddess of the same name.”  
The latter point is important as it encapsulates the reason why much of our aware-
ness of Brigid is a mixture of folklore and a native Celtic religiosity. The strident 

Romanisation of the Irish Catholic church by Cardinal Paul Cullen in the mid-nineteenth century, in many ways, left 
little room for the Celtic saints in the nomenclature employed for its newly assertive church architecture. Neverthe-
less, as this book shows, the legend and cult of Brigid survived as it had done for over a millennium and then spread 
worldwide with our diaspora.  
The author examines the historiography, hagiography and legend of Brigid to provide a fascinating account of how 
the devotion, cult and fame of this early Irish convert to Christianity spread across Ireland, Britain and mainland 
Europe in the early medieval period with churches named in her honour throughout these lands.  
Dr. Kissane provides a listing of place-names associated with Brigid for each county in Ireland and the main centres 
overseas. Hymns, folk poetry and the religious customs associated with the saint are also examined. It is a fascinat-
ing account of the early successful promotion of the Brigid narrative and its durability over thirteen or so centuries.  

“ARCHIVE DROP-INS” 

The weekly “Drop-Ins” hosted by Eddie Gahan, 
FGSI, Director of the Outreach Programme, are hugely 
popular with our Members around the world.  
These informal weekly “Drop-Ins” are only for fully 
paid up Members and are designed to allow you to 
join the Zoom meeting at any time between 11.00hrs 
and 12.00hrs on Wednesdays.  
The “Drop-In” on the 4th Wednesday is a publicly 
accessible ‘Drop-In’ for Members and visitors alike. 
Visitors can email membership@familyhistory.ie for 
the link to this Zoom meeting on the 4th Wednesday. 
Members receive an email from the Director of    
Membership Services each week with access details.  
Members can send in their research query in advance to 
Archivist@familyhistory.ie  

GSI MEMBERSHIP 

֍ Did you know that Membership of this Society is 
open to all with an interest in family history, heraldry,   
vexillology (study of flags and emblems) and related 
subjects?  
֍ Did you know that Membership is open to anyone 
living in Ireland or overseas and with Irish ancestry or 
with ancestors from anywhere in the world?  All are 
most welcome.  
֍ Did you know that Student Membership is also 
available at 50% off the subscription? 

֍ Please checkout: www.familyhistoty.ie 
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In Brief…. 
GSI MEMBERSHIP 

Join on-line at www.familyhistory.ie 
Please note that GSI Membership is open 
to all interested in genealogy and related 
subjects. Discounted membership rates 
available for under 25s and students at 
recognised genealogy courses. 

 

FEBRUARY LECTURES 

James Scannell advises that due to public 
health measures to prevent the spread of 
Covid-19, some of the events listed in his 
report may still be held online or via Zoom 
- donation/charge may apply. Check the 
websites of each for further information. 
 

GSI OPEN MEETINGS 

Society’s Monthly Open Meetings are now 
all held via ZOOM due to Covid-19 

 

Tuesday February 8th —Evening Open 
Meeting—20.00hrs (Zoom) Dr. Edmund 
Gilbert -‘Newfoundland and Labrador: A 
mosaic founder population of an Irish and 
British diaspora from 300 years ago’. 

Wednesday February 23rd—Morning 
Open Meeting—11.00hrs (Zoom)—
Informal general discussion on family 
history and related matters.   

Tuesday March 8th —Evening Open 
Meeting—20.00hrs (AGM) (Zoom) - 
Chris Paton -’Tracing your Irish Ancestors 
through Land Records’ (see page 2 of the 
October 2021 issue of this newsletter). 

Wednesday March 23rd—Morning Open 
Meeting—11.00hrs (Zoom)—Informal 
general discussion on family history and 
related matters.   

Tuesday April 12th—Evening Open 
Meeting—20.00hrs (Zoom) - TBA 

Wednesday April 27th—Morning Open 
Meeting—11.00hrs (Zoom)—Informal 
general discussion on family history and 
related matters. 

ZOOM MEETINGS 

Membership Director, Barry O’Connor, 
FGSI, will email Members to log in to 
Zoom for the two Open Meetings. 

The lectures are open to the public and the 
access details are available on request by 
email from Membership@Familyhistory.ie 

The Board of Directors would welcome 
your comments or suggestions on the 
Society’s Monthly Lecture Programme, 
email: DepGenSec@familyhistory.ie  

Members may send their research queries 
in advance for the Morning Open Meeting 
by email to Archivist@familyhistory.ie 

The GSI Lecture Programme is recorded 
for the Society’s YouTube Channel as a 
free, publicly accessible educational and 
research resource.   

We endeavour to have each lecture up as 
soon as possible after the event, however, 
delays may occur where editing or tech-
nical issues arise. 

Some of the Archival Collections in An Daonchartlann, Loughlinstown. (Photo: Tom Conlon) 

James Scannell Reports...  
FOXROCK LOCAL HISTORY CLUB 

Harry Bradshaw will give a Long Talk: ‘Bill 
Stapleton and the Irish Recording Company’ at 
20.00hrs on Tuesday 15 February on Zoom. 
Philip Lecane will give Short Talk: ‘George 
McElroy: Ireland’s Forgotten First World War 
Fighter’ at 20.00hrs on Tuesday 08 March on 
Zoom. Email: info@foxrocklocalhistory.ie   

RATHMICHAEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Dr. Edith Andrees will present ‘1000 Years of 
Irish Coinage’ at 20.00hrs on Weds 2 March on 
Zoom see www.rathmichaelhistoricalsociety.ie  

MEDAL SOCIETY OF IRELAND 

A ‘Medals, Militaria and Collectibles Fair’ will 
take place in Knox Memorial Hall, Monkstown 
Village, Co. Dublin, from 11.00hrs to 15.00hrs 
on Saturday 26 February. 

RATHMINES, RANELAGH & RATHGAR 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

Declan O’Brien will present ‘Dublin Cattle 
Market Decline 1955-1973’ at 19.30hrs on 
Thursday 24 February on Zoom.  

DUN LAOGHAIRE BOROUGH HIST SOC 

James Brady will present ‘The Sixth Battalion 
and Dún Laoghaire during the War of Inde-
pendence’ at 20.00hrs—Weds 16 Feb. on Zoom.   

KILMACUD-STILLORGAN LHS 

Brendan Kelly will present ‘Hearing Voices: 
The History of Psychiatry in Ireland’ at 
20.00hrs  on Thursday 10 February on Zoom. 

MILITARY HISTORY SOCIETY 

Dr. Pat McCarthy will present ‘The Munster 
Army of the Confederacy 1645-1647: a failure 
of command’ at 20.00hrs -Fri 11 Feb. on Zoom.  

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM 

Dr. David Snook will present ‘Ireland and the 
World War 1 Endgame’ at 19.30hrs on Thurs-
day 17 February on Zoom. €5 + booking fee - 
book at www.eventbrite.ie/e/irealnd-and-the-

ww1-endgame-tickets-255080842667. 

KILMACUD-STILLORGAN LHS 

Bryan MacMahon will present ‘Eyewitness to 
the Great Famine: Voices from County Kerry” 
at 20.00hrs  on Thurs. 10 Feb. in the Function 
Room, Glenalbyn, Stillorgan. €3.00 – masks 
must be worn for the duration of the meeting.  

MALAHIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Dara McGivern will present ‘Schools in Malahi-
de’ at 20.00hrs on Tuesday 08 February on 
Zoom see www.malahideheritage.ie for link. 

THE OLD DUBLIN SOCIETY 

Dr. Séamas Ó Maitiú will present ‘Mapping 
Rathmines for the Irish Historic Towns Atlas’ 
at 19.30hrs on Weds 9 February on Zoom. Tom 
Conlon will present   ‘Victorian Dún Laoghaire www.eneclann.ie 

TRACING YOUR IRISH ANCESTORS  
 by John Grenham, MA, MAPGI, FIGRS, FGSI 

The Society strongly recommends to anyone embarking 
on their family history quest that one essential piece of kit 
must be, without doubt, a copy of the FIFTH edition of 
‘Tracing Your Irish Ancestors’. Please checkout the 
website www.gillmacmillan.com Price €24.99 [RRP].                           

[Kingstown]’ at 19.30hrs on Weds 23 February. 
Email: registerwitholddublinsociety@gmail.com 
by 14.00hrs each lecture day for link.  

PUBLICATION:  
Copies of the Foxrock Local History Club publi-
cation, No. 84 - ‘Family Memories of the 1914-

1924 Period’ features the following articles  
‘WW1 Memories of my 
Grandfather, Michael 
Cassidy, of the Signals 
Corp, Royal Engineers’ 
by Deirdre Carroll Cun-
niffe, ‘The Letters of 
Michael Mallin, a Love 
Affair’ by Una Ó Cal-
lanáin. ‘The War of Inde-
pendence  and Mayhem 
at J.J. Scannell’s Action 
Rooms’ by James Scan-
nell, ‘Families Memories 
of Bloody Sunday 21 
November  1921’ by 

Éanna De Búrca, ‘A Family R.I.C. Memory’ and 
‘A Family Civil War Memory’ by Myles Reid, and 
‘Family Memories of the Drafting of the Saorstát  
Éireann Constitution, 1922’ by Liam Clare. 
Copies can be ordered from the Society’s website - 
www.foxrocklocalhistory.ie          James Scannell 

 

FITZPATRICK SOCIETY SCHOLAR 2022 

Andrew Wallace, genealogical researcher and 
Chair of the History and Antiquities Committee of 
The Fitzpatrick Mac Giolla Phádraig Clan   
Society, very kindly presented the Genealogical 
Society of Ireland with a copy of the winning entry 
in the inaugural Fitzpatrick Scholar competition 
held last year. 
The winning entry by Eóghan Rian Mac Giolla 
Phádraig—‘A Fitzpatrick Clan Crest on the 
National Harp’ is a well researched work that is 
available on www.academia.edu/49226205/A and 
indeed, sets the bar quite high for future entries. 
Mr. Wallace also provided information on the 
2022 competition with a prize of US$500, for 
which, entries are sought by 31st March 2022. The 
competition will be adjudicated by Senator David 
Norris acting as a single judge supported by a 
panel selected by the Clan Society committee. 
The entry should consist of no less than 2,000 
words on any of four themes which demonstrate 
scholarly research, be fully cited and referenced 
and be original—not previously published. 
For further information see The Fitzpatrick Clan 
Society website https://fitzpatricksociety.com 
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IRELAND’S GENEALOGICAL 
GAZETTE 

is published by the 

Genealogical Society of Ireland 
Company Limited by Guarantee 

 

11, Desmond Avenue,  
Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin,  

A96 AD76, Ireland 

 

E-mail:  GAZETTE@familyhistory.ie   
 

Charity Ref: CHY 10672  : No: 20027551  
Company Registration (CRO): 334884 

 

The Society is a Nominating Body for    
Seanad Éireann (Irish Senate) 

PRÉCIS OF THE JANUARY LECTURE 

James Scannell was the guest speaker for the January lecture in which he discussed ‘The 
Decade of Centenaries in Local History Publications’ beginning with the 964-page 
‘Atlas of the Irish Revolution’ which provides an overview of events in Ireland between 
1912-23 from over 100 experts in their respective fields and is a heavy book, physically,  
as it weighs over 10+ kgs and is the most comprehensive book published on this period 
of Irish history.    
James then moved to variety of local history publications citing some of the articles pub-
lished them e.g. The Tipperary Historical Society Journal which published numerous 
articles on the War of Independence and Civil War in County Tipperary in the 1980s and 
90s and well as others published in recent years  in a variety of publications. James made 
the point that by their nature local history publications generally only remain available 
within their community of publication.   
He emphasised  that in the absence of a national database/directory  of  articles published 
in local history  publications  it is often difficult to locate  articles in them  so  the only 
avenue that remains  open to the researcher  to trace  articles related to a specific event  
or location  is to inquire from the nearest local history society  to see what is in print and 
failing that the Local Studies Department  of the relevant county library service. While 
mainstream publishers have published numerous books dealing with Decade of Cen-
tenaries events, a few deal with specific localities with James citing a number of these. 
As the centenary  of the outbreak  of the  Civil War draws near, James concluded  with 
the observation that while most books  in print on the Civil War  were published  over  
decade ago, it remains to be seen  how many new titles will appear this year though 
some  relating to County Kerry are likely to appear given that the Civil War  was very 
bitter and bloody there.                This talk will be uploaded to the GSI YouTube Channel.  

GENEALOGY HELP CENTRE 

An Daonchartlann, the Society’s Archive and 
Research Centre is located at the DLR     
Leisure Centre, Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin.   
The  use of our extensive archival resources is 
reserved for fully paid-up GSI members, 
however, day research membership is always 
available on request.   
The facility is normally open each Wednesday 
from 11.00hrs to 15.00hrs but with prior 
booking on Archivist@familyhistory.ie 

However, due to the increased prevalence of 
Covid-19, it is closed until further notice. 

Checkout the Society’s website  www.familyhistory.ie  

Board of Directors (2021-2022) 
John Goggins (Cathaoirleach : Chairperson; 
Oifigeach na Gaeilge) James Walsh (Leas-
Chathaoirleach : Vice-Chairperson, Building & 
Utilities, Health & Safety, COVID-19 Officer) 
Michael Merrigan (General Secretary, Compa-
ny Secretary, ‘Gazette’ Editor; & Irish DNA 
Atlas); Lua Ó Scolaí (Finance & pro-tem ADF, 
Philanthropy); Paula Jones (Vexillological & 
Heraldic Services & Diaspora Outreach; & 
Deputy General Secretary) Eddie Gahan 
(Outreach); Shane Wilson (Internet Services & 
Online Publications); Barry O’Connor 
(Membership Services & Cemetery Projects); - 
vacancy - (Open Meetings Convener) and - 
vacancy - (Archival Services & Education); 
Please note vacant portfolios are administrative-
ly allocated “pro-tem” to the General Secretary.  

During the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, many charities in Ireland and overseas are 
finding it difficult with reduced funding streams. This 
Society is funded largely by its Membership Fees and 
the kind donations received from Members and 
friends at home and overseas, without which, it  
simply couldn’t exist. 
The Society is a Registered Charity in Ireland and 
always considers options for fund raising and grant 
applications. The possibility of crowdfunding for 
specific projects is being considered. However, in the 
meantime it was decided to appeal to our Members, 

friends and social media 
followers around the 
world.  
Donations can be made via 
the Society’s website or by 
cheque to the Genealogical 
Society of Ireland and 
forwarded to the General Secretary: 11, Desmond 
Avenue, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Ireland, A96 
AD76.  

If you have already donated—Many Thanks! 

Our Society is a Registered Charity  

“HALL’S INDEX” 

The “Gazette” is Ireland’s longest running monthly 
genealogical newsletter and it is read by thousands 
each month around the world.  

The past issues of the Society’s newsletter from 1996 
to 2016 had been fully indexed by the late Brendan 
Hall, MGSI. The “Hall’s Index” now includes all 
issues right up to date and is available on 
www.familyhistory.ie     

Although we’re not members of the National Union of 
Journalists (NUJ), the team at the “Gazette” always 
endeavour to operate in  accordance with the NUJ 
Code of Conduct www.nuj.org.uk/about/nuj-code/ and 
in line with the 'National Policy Statement on Ensur-
ing Research Integrity in Ireland' which was en-
dorsed by the Genealogical Society of Ireland back in 
June 2014 soon after its launch at the Royal Irish 
Academy. (see the June 2014 issue of the “Gazette” at 
www.familyhistory.ie)  

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR GSI MEMBERS 

Members wishing to avail of this Exclusive Offer from Three.ie please contact Free-
Phone: 1800 944038 or email  ExclusiveOffers@Three.ie    NOTE:  Conditions apply 

An Daonchartlann - Archive & Research Centre    
operates these rules when open (temporarily closed).  
Members and visitors please note that due to the 
Covid-19 restrictions, the following shall apply. 
(1) All visits to the archive, for members and non-

members, is by appointment only. All appoint-
ments to be made, in advance, to Archi-
vist@familyhistory.ie only.  

(2) Maximum time for each visit, is 1 hour for non- 
members and 2 hours for paid-up members. 
Maximum number of visitors per appointment 
is one person.  

(3) Gloves supplied in the archive, must always be 
used while in the archive.  

(4) Face mask/covering must always be worn while 
in the archive. You will be refused admission to 
the archive without a face mask/covering.  

(5) A name and contact phone number will be 
required from each person visiting.  

(6) All visitors, members and non-members must 
leave the archive as soon as their allocated time 
has finished.  

Please do not visit the archive, if you are feeling un-
well or have been in contact with someone, who has 
been confirmed as having Covid-19 or are waiting for 
test results. (The Archive cannot be a drop-in centre 
under the current Covid-19 regulations and we hope to 
be able to revert to such at a later stage.)  

An Daonchartlann & COVID-19 


