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As the UK authorities are preparing for the release 
of the 1921 Census of England and Wales next year 
and our cousins across the Atlantic are getting ready 
to release the 1950 US Federal Census to the public 
also in 2022, here in our Republic, the government 
resorted, once again, to “can-kicking” on the release 
of the 1926 Census. 
Aengus Ó Snodaigh, TD (Sinn Féin), opening the 
Second Stage debate on his Statistics (Decade of 
Centenaries) Bill, 2020, which sought the release of 
the 1926 Census, reminded Dáil Éireann that.. 

“At the time of the passing of the Statistics Bill 
through Seanad Éireann in 1993, the then Senator, 
Maurice Manning, put down an amendment on Com-
mittee Stage to reduce the period of closure to 50 
years. I am sorry; I said 70 or 75 earlier. This amend-
ment was designed to allow for a 1926 census of 
population to be opened for genealogical and family 
historical research. However, this amendment was 
withdrawn at the request of the Minister of the time, 
based on the promise that he would consider a 70-year 
closure period. No ministerial amendment was pre-
sented when the Bill passed All Stages in the Dáil on 7 
July 1993. We have been stuck with that period since, 
blocking the release of these records. This is despite 
efforts to change that and campaigning by the Genea-
logical Society of Ireland in particular. I welcome the 
society's input in this Bill.” (21st October 2021) 

Deputy Ó Snodaigh’s arguments for the early re-
lease of the 1926 Census were solid and covered 
almost every point raised in Seanad Éireann back 
in October 2013 when a very similar Bill introduced 
by Senator Labhrás Ó Murchú (Fianna Fáil) was 
debated at Second Stage. Senator Ó Murchú’s Bill 
was defeated in a rather confused panic-stricken 
vote on October 16th 2013. (See: ‘Ireland’s Genea-
logical Gazette – Vol. 8 No. 11, 2013).  
Minister of State, Paul Kehoe, TD, presented the 
government’s argument for not supporting Senator 
Ó Murchú’s Bill on October 16th 2013, as follows: 

“The question of publishing the 1926 census ahead of 
schedule is a complex legal and technical one. The 
Government is of the view that early publication, 
before vital preparatory work has been undertaken, is 
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OPEN MEETINGS 

DATA PROTECTION  
The European Union's General Data Protec-
tion Regulation (GDPR) came into force 
on May 25th 2018. The Board, under Res: 
18/05/1380, advises Members that the Society 
holds the following records on its Mem-
bers (1) Name; (2) Address; (3) Telephone 
Number; (4) Email Address and (5) the name of 
the Associate Member, if applicable, and that 
such records are only used for the purpose of 
contacting Members on Society matters and for 
the dispatch of the Monthly Newsletter and the 
Annual Journal and furthermore, that these 
records are only held by the Director of Mem-
bership Services and are inaccessible to all 
other persons and that, the Society does not 
share this information with any other individu-
al or organisation. Records are also held for 
contractual necessity to deliver paid services. 

IRISH DNA ATLAS 

Checkout the short video clip and the 
lectures  on the Irish DNA Atlas project on 

the Society’s YouTube Channel—
www.youtube.com/c/

GenealogicalSocietyOfIrelandGSI  

Dún Laoghaire Further Education     
Institute (but for now via Zoom) 

Cumberland Street, Dún Laoghaire 

 

Tuesday 9 November 2021 (Zoom) —20.00hrs  
 

Tuesday 14 December 2021 (Zoom)—20.00hrs  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Royal Marine Hotel (now Zoom) 
Marine Road, Dún Laoghaire 

 

Wednesday 24 November (Zoom) —11.00hrs   
 

Wednesday 26 January 2022 (Zoom)—11.00hrs  
 

Contribution €5.00 p.p.  
(Donations via www.familyhistory.ie) 

“Cuimhnigí ar Ár Sinnsir—Remember Our Ancestors” 

ISSN 1649-7937 

More “Can-Kicking” on the 1926 Census?   
premature and that there are a number of issues requiring 
further consideration before a decision to publish could 
be made.”  
“The 1926 census has never been microfilmed and I 
understand that a significant level of work is required to 
scan and cross-index the individual return sheets. The 
Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Deputy 
Deenihan, has established a 1926 census working group, 
which comprises officials from his Department, the 
National Archives and the CSO to consider how best to 
enable the publication of the 1926 census. The CSO and 
National Archives have agreed to facilitate the preparato-
ry work on the census records.” (16th October 2013) 

Minister for State, Frank Feighan, TD presented the 
government’s position on Deputy Ó Snodaigh’s 2020 
Bill on October 21st 2021 as follows: 

“Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media, Deputy Catherine Martin, has committed 
€5 million for work on the 1926 census project to com-
mence, thereby enabling the release of the 1926 census as 
scheduled in April 2026, in accordance with the Statistics 
Act 1993. I believe that in order for this work to happen, 
the National Archives, in collaboration with the Central 
Statistics Office, CSO, need the time they now have to 
ensure that this vital record set is correctly conserved, 
digitally imaged and transcribed. The 1926 census can 
then be made available to the public on 18 April 2026.” 

“The National Archives will work with the CSO under 
the terms of a joint memorandum of understanding, 
MOU, that enables the National Archives to undertake 
the complex work associated with providing public 
access in digital form to the census returns in April 2026. 
The MOU will cover the following areas: that legal 
control of the records remains with the CSO; that permis-
sion is granted to the National Archives to work on the 
records…”  (21st October 2021) 

Minister of State, Frank Feighan, TD, then moved 
the following amendment: “Dáil Éireann resolves that 
the Statistics (Decade of Centenaries) Bill 2020 be 
deemed to be read a second time this day twelve 
months, to allow for greater analysis of the complex 
issues concerned and for such considerations to be 
taken into account in further scrutiny of the Bill.”    
The Vote was taken on Wednesday November 3rd 
2021 – Result:  Tá 70 : Níl 56 : Staon 0 and so this 
“can-kicking” amendment was adopted. 

@GenSocIreland  

‘The Presidents’ Letters’ 
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The Board of Directors met on Thursday Novem-
ber 4th 2021 at 11.00hrs via Zoom noted that  
November 8th will be the twenty-first anniversary 
of the incorporation of the Society under Irish 
Company Law in 2000.  The Society was unincor-
porated from its foundation on October 25th 1990 
until November 8th 2000.  

The General Secretary presented the Board with the 
completed ‘Charities Governance Code Compliance 
Record Form’ – a twenty-page document containing 
49 questions spread over six sections each dealing 
with a separate principle of the ‘Core Standards’.  

The completion of this document is a requirement of 
compliance with the Charities Governance Code. 
After completing this very extensive questionnaire 
there is no requirement to submit the completed form 
to the Charities Regulator.  It is just held “on-file” 
by the registered charity for production on request. 
The form was adopted by the Board under Res: 
21/11/1616.  

The Board deferred the allocation of the portfolios 
previously held by Séamus Moriarty, FGSI and 
Ann O’Neill, MGSI, and therefore, these portfolios 
will remain with the General Secretary pro tem and 
with the day-to-day functions of the Director of An 
Daonchartlann being covered by Lua Ó Scolaí, 
MGSI and Eddie Gahan, FGSI, for the duration. 

The passage of the Statistics (Decade of Cen-
tenaries) Bill, 2020, through Dáil Éireann was 
discussed with disappointment expressed on the 
result of the Vote on the Amendment proposed by 
the government which was passed (Tá 70 : Níl 56) 
basically delaying the consideration of the Bill for a 
further twelve months. (see main article on page 1). 

The Board considered the Annual Review of the 
Membership Package and the recommendation that 
no change be made to the current fee structure was 
adopted under Res: 21/11/1621 as it represented 
‘value for money’ given the level of services provid-
ed by the Society to its Members in Ireland and 
around the world. 

The arrangements for Christmas and New Year 
were agreed (see bottom of this page) and it was also 
agreed to host a Members Only “Drop-In” meeting 
on Wednesday 22nd December 2021. This is the 
first time we held a meeting on the Wednesday 
before Christmas.   

The need for more volunteers was raised in relation 
to the provision of services to persons visiting An 
Daonchartlann by appointment. If the days of 
operation are to be expanded as envisaged, more 
volunteers would be required. However, due to the 
evolving situation with Covid-19, this matter will be 
discussed again at the December meeting.   

The Annual Review of the Society’s Health and 
Safety Statement was undertaken, and it was agreed 
(Res: 21/11/1622) that no change to the statement 
was required at this time.  

The Board was given a preview of the Members 
Only Section of the Society’s website which is 
nearing completion by the Director of Internet Ser-
vices, Shane Wilson, MGSI.  This section will 
include access to the Society’s catalogue of its hold-
ings at An Daonchartlann. The rollout of this section 
is expected this month.   

Eddie Gahan, FGSI, Director of the Society’s 
Outreach Programme, advised the Board that three 
computer screens were very kindly donated to the 
Society by Gahan and Long Ltd Archaeological 
Services and that they have been installed in the 
Society’s Archive & Research Centre and will ena-
ble us to improve our services to our Members.  

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for Thursday 
December 2nd 2021 at 11.00hrs via Zoom.  

Please Stay Safe—We’ll Stay Connected via Zoom & Teams 

The Spanish newspaper El Norte de Castillo on 17 
October 2021 announced the end of the search in 
Valladolid for the mortal remains of the fabled Red 
Hugh O’Donnell, who was laid to rest in the former 
Franciscan Monastery there in 1602. Excavations over 
the past year under the Banco Santander office, at the 
corner of Constitución and Duque de la Victoria 
streets, had aroused considerable interest around the 
world. The monastery had been destroyed in the early 
1800s, to make way for the needs of the bourgeoisie 
emerging from the industrial revolution. Some 22 
skeletons were identified in the space of the old Chap-
el of Marvels, all predating Red Hugh.  Instead, the 
Vallodolid City Council now plans to launch four 
linked projects to commemorate Red Hugh:  (a) a 
book that will document the history behind Red 
Hugh’s fame, and the archaeological work in search of 
his remains; (b) a conference circa 10 September 2022 
marking the 420th anniversary of his death; (c) an 
Irish Music Festival around the time of the feast of 
Saint Peter with folk music from Ireland; and (d) a 
suitable sculpture, resulting from an international 
competition. 
Much importance has been placed on the search for 
skeletal remains to identify Red Hugh O’Donnell.  Yet, 
while they remain only the bones, undiscovered, the 
bulk of his bodily being, his heart and brain, flesh, 
blood, and sinew, have long blended into the soil. So 
when you walk on the Calle Constitución in Valladol-
id, you are walking over his former being. Similarly, 
when you walk over the site of the former Ballyshan-
non Castle, where his two big toes were amputated. 

But the real place to "find Red Hugh" is in the scholarly 
study of his life, faith, patriotism, and struggles. What 
we need is a multi-author compilation of various facets 
of his life and times by historians, and hopefully this 
will emerge from an edited compilation of presentations 
to the eventual congress now envisaged in Valladolid. 
Now is a good time to exchange ideas on what the 
various chapters/talks could consist of. An eventual 
statue could then be based on a better understanding of 
his physical appearance, with artistic license to portray 
his youthful courage. 

Francis Martin O’Donnell, MGSI  

RED HUGH O’DONNELL 

FOUR COURTS PRESS 

Irish History, Genealogy, Local History and much more. Checkout the 2021 online catalogue and the wonderful 
special offers at www.fourcourtspress.ie 

GSI ON YOUTUBE 

The Society’s lectures and some informational short 
videos were uploaded to our YouTube Channel. 
To view the videos and hopefully, to ‘Like’ and 
‘Share’ them, and to ‘Subscribe’ to our YouTube 
channel—please checkout: 

www.YouTube.com/c/
GenealogicalSocietyOfIrelandGSI 

GSI ON INSTAGRAM 

The Society has been expanding its presence across all 
social media platforms and we’re on Instagram! 
Please checkout this link: 

 www.instagram.com/GenSocIreland  

GSI Board & Updates 

The Historian as Detective—Uncovering Irish Pasts 

‘The Historian as Detective—Uncovering Irish Pasts—Essays in honour of Raymond Gillespie’ - editors Terence 
Dooley, Mary Ann Lyons and Salvador Ryan (ISBN:  978-1-84682-999-4 : 316pp : Ills. : H/bk : Price: €55.00 
Web-Price: €49.50) published by Four Courts Press in October 2021. 

This collection of short essays presents the fruits of painstaking 
investigations conducted by over eighty scholars of history, early 
Irish, nua-Ghaeilge, archaeology, osteoarchaeology, forensic 
anthropology, geography and classical studies who have delved 
into Ireland’s past and pieced together fragments of evidence to 
uncover the fascinating truth behind an array of curious tales 
about intriguing characters, events and vestiges of by-gone days.  
Beginning with the missing martyrs in fourth- and fifth-century 
Ireland and ending with an overview of how TCD’s exciting ‘Beyond 2022: Ireland’s 
Virtual Record Treasury’ project is engaged in reassembling the archival collection 
destroyed in the attack on the Four Courts (1922), this volume features an eclectic set 
of stories about misfits, mayhem and murder in medieval Irish monasteries; the theft of 
records from Trim Castle in the 1490s; the reputation of Hugh O’Neill, second Earl of 
Tyrone; the collapse of the earl of Sussex in the 1560s; the mystery surrounding the 
death of Archbishop Richard Creagh; Irish Franciscan chicanery at a Roman funeral in 
1626; shape-changing at dawn on a May Day in Clare; cannibalism at Knocknamase 
Castle during the 1641 rebellion; Baptist enchantment and spectral detectives in Crom-

wellian Ireland; five Baptist Loobys in Cork and Antigua; the Irish smuggling trade in the eighteenth century; the 
murder of Anne Eustace: an early eighteenth century cause célèbre; the mystery of the Irish bard; Georgian decep-
tions – the curious case of the conjuror, the boxer and the giant; a possible hermit of Muckross; Theobald Wolfe 
Tone’s burial at Bodenstown; searching for Ireland’s workhouse Famine emigrants in Canada; a murder in Madrid in 
1889; the burning of Moydrum Castle, County Westmeath during the Irish War of Independence; catechetical igno-
rance and its celebration in Irish folklore; the ghost of Laheen House, County Leitrim; the mystery of a six-foot 
woman excavated at Drogheda in the early 1990s, and many more. 
 

The chronological span and multidisciplinary nature of the contributions in this volume attest to the breadth of 
Raymond Gillespie’s curiosity, interests, expertise and influence, which have always transcended conventional 
boundaries.  Terence Dooley is Professor of History (Maynooth University), Mary Ann Lyons is Professor of 
History (Maynooth University) and Salvador Ryan is Professor of Ecclesiastical History (Pontifical University, St. 
Patrick’s College, Maynooth.                                                                                                                         (Text FCP) 

 

“ARCHIVE DROP-INS” 

The weekly “Drop-Ins” hosted by Eddie Gahan, 
FGSI, Director of the Outreach Programme, are hugely 
popular with our Members around the world.  
These informal weekly “Drop-Ins” are only for fully 
paid up Members and are designed to allow you to join 
the Zoom meeting at any time between 11.00hrs and 
12.00hrs on Wednesdays—with the exception of the 
4th Weds due to the Monthly Morning Open Meeting.   
Members receive an email from the Director of Mem-
bership Services each week with access details.  
Members can send in their research query in advance to 
Archivist@familyhistory.ie  

The last “Drop-In” for year will be held on Wednesday 
22 December 2021—normally no meeting is held on 
the Wednesday before Christmas, this is an exception. 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 

The arrangements for the Christmas and New 
Year period are as follows:  
An Daonchartlann the Society’s Archive & 
Research Centre, will close at 15.00hrs on 
Wednesday 15th December 2021 and will 
reopen again on Wednesday 12th January 
2022 at 11.00hrs.   
Visits by appointment only—no exceptions. 
Email: Archivist@familyhistory.ie  
For “Drop-In Meetings” see top of this page. 

IRISH HERALDRY 

The Society presented the text of a Bill to deal with 
certain anomalies and other matters that have remained 
legislatively unresolved since the enactment of the 
National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997 and its com-
mencement in May 2005. 
The proposed National Cultural Institutions 
(Amendment) Bill, 2021, seeks to regularise the legal 
status of all pre-2005 Grants of Arms and to create a 
new ’National Heraldic Register’ which will contain 
all grants made in Ireland since 1552. This draft Bill 
was presented to the Cathaoirleach (Chair) of Seanad 
Éireann (Irish Senate), Senator Mark Daly (Fianna 
Fáil) and Independent Senator Victor Boyhan, for their 
consideration. 
The legislative background which necessitated the 
presentation of this draft Bill is published in the 2021 
issue of this Society’s Annual Journal.  Copies availa-
ble on-line via the GSI website later this month.   



 3 

Monthly Newsletter of the Genealogical Society of Ireland 

In Brief…. 
GSI MEMBERSHIP 

Join on-line at www.familyhistory.ie 
Please note that GSI Membership is open 
to all interested in genealogy and related 
subjects. Discounted membership rates 
available for under 25s and students at 
recognised genealogy courses. 
 

NOVEMBER LECTURES 

James Scannell advises that due to current 
Government restrictions and public health 
measures to prevent the spread of Covid-

19, the events listed in his report may be 
held online or via Zoom - donation/charge 
may apply. Check the websites of each for 
further information. 
 

GSI OPEN MEETINGS 

Society’s Monthly Open Meetings are now 
all held via ZOOM due to Covid-19 

 

Tuesday November 9th —Evening Open 
Meeting—20.00hrs (Zoom) - ‘The Irish 
Soldier in the Great War’ - Chris Baker 

Wednesday November 24th—Morning 
Open Meeting—11.00hrs (Zoom)—
Informal general discussion on family 
history and related matters.   

Tuesday December 14th —Evening 
Open Meeting—20.00hrs (Zoom) - ‘Two 
Brothers, One Mother. One Big Question.
—Mr. Wizard—A Novel’ Jeff Wallach, 
Portland, Oregon, USA 

Wednesday  December 22nd—Morning 
Open Meeting—11.00hrs (Zoom)—
Informal general discussion on family 
history and related matters.   

Tuesday January 11th —Evening Open 
Meeting—20.00hrs (Zoom) - TBA 

Wednesday January 26th—Morning 
Open Meeting—11.00hrs (Zoom)—
Informal general discussion on family 
history and related matters 

ZOOM MEETINGS 

Membership Director, Barry O’Connor, 
FGSI, will email Members to log in to 
Zoom for the two Open Meetings. 

The lectures are open to the public and the 
access details are available on request by 
email from Membership@Familyhistory.ie 

The Board of Directors would welcome 
your comments or suggestions on the 
Society’s Monthly Lecture Programme, 
email: DepGenSec@familyhistory.ie  

Members may send their research queries 
in advance for the Morning Open Meeting 
by email to Archivist@familyhistory.ie 

The GSI Lecture Programme is recorded 
for the Society’s YouTube Channel as a 
free, publicly accessible educational and 
research resource.   

We endeavour to have each lecture up as 
soon as possible after the event, however, 
delays may occur where editing or tech-
nical issues arise. 

Some of the Archival Collections in An Daonchartlann, Loughlinstown. (Photo: Tom Conlon) 

James Scannell Reports...  
FOXROCK LOCAL HISTORY CLUB  

Cathy Scuffil will present ‘Dublin’s Housing Crisis in 
Revolutionary Times, 1915-1923’ at 20.00hrs on Tues-
day 16 November. To obtain the link please email: 
info@foxrocklocalhistory.ie. 

THE OLD DUBLIN SOCIETY 

Paddy Ryan  will present ‘Smuggling in North County 
Dublin in the 18th and 19th centuries’  at 19.30hrs on 
Wednesday 10 November; Dr. Barbara Walsh  will 
present ‘Irish Servicewomen in the First World War’ 
at 19.30hrs on Wednesday 24 November, the AGM will  
follow this lecture; Colum Kenny will present ‘Fact 
and Fiction: Arthur Griffith’s leadership of the Treaty 
Talks’ at 19.30hrs on Wednesday 1 December. To 
receive a free link to these lectures  please email:  
registerwitholddublinsociety@gmail.com by 14.00hrs. 
each day  to receive a link to it. 

OFFALY HIST. & ARCH. SOCIETY 

Dr. Eamma  Lyons will present ‘Morristown Lattin, Co. 
Kildare, 1630-1800: the estate and its tenants’  at 
19.30hrs on Monday 22 November; Professor Maria 
Ludd will present ‘Making men pay: the financial 
support of illegitimate children in Ireland 1800-1957’ 
at 19.30hrs on Monday 6 December. Please email: 
info@offalyhistory.com.  

RATHMINES, RANELAGH & RATHGAR 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

Maria O’Reilly will present ‘Warrenmount House 
through time: 300 years at a Liberties’ house’ at 
19.30hrs on Thursday 25 November – email: 
rathmineshistoricalsociety@gmail.com   

RATHMICHAEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Mary Kelly will present ‘A Book and a Bell: Glen-
dalough on the Morning of May 15th 1106’ at 20.00hrs 
on Wednesday 1 December - log onto 
www.rathmichaelhistoricalsociety.ie for further info. 

MILITARY HISTORY OF IRELAND 

Enrique Rodriguez will present ‘A Cork Philhellene: 
Sir Richard Church and the Greek War of Independ-
ence 1821-1832’ at 20.00hrs on Friday 3 December - 
book via Eventbrite. 

MALAHIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Eamon Madden will present ‘The Fagans of Feltrim’ at 
20.00hrs on Tuesday 7 December - please checkout 
www.malahideheritage.ie to obtain a link. 

KILMACUD-STILLORGAN LHS 

Criostóir Mac Cartháig will present ‘Audio Recording 
of the War of Independence from the National Folk-
lore Collection, UCD’ at 20.00hrs on Thursday 9 De-
cember in Glenalbyn, Stillorgan - advance booking 
required as the number of attendees is limited. 

Publications 

‘Dún Laoghaire Borough Historical Society 
Journal, No. 31, 2022’, produced by the  Editorial 
Committee of Mona O’Donnell, Séamus O’Connor, 
Anna Scudds, Colin Scudds, and Maria Hayes,  
published by the Society, p/bk, 76 pages, ills, ISSN 
0791-360, Price: €7.00.  (see below for orders by post) 
The  striking image of a steam train departing from the 
Carlisle Pier  for Dublin in the 1950’s  from the collec-
tion of the late Eddie Chandler is the  image used  for 
the front cover of this year’s journal  in which  Dalkey 
features  in several of the articles including ‘The 
Queen’s, Dalkey’ by Colin Scudds; ‘Memories  of the 
Cliff Castle Hotel’, ‘Bullock Harbour’ and ‘Dalkey 
Musical Society  by Ann Scully (née Martin);  and 
‘Dalkey’s  First National School’ by Dermot 
O’Riordan.  Other articles in this publication are 

www.eneclann.ie 

TRACING YOUR IRISH ANCESTORS  
 by John Grenham, MA, MAPGI, FIGRS, FGSI 

The Society strongly recommends to anyone embarking 
on their family history quest that one essential piece of kit 
must be, without doubt, a copy of the FIFTH edition of 
‘Tracing Your Irish Ancestors’. Please checkout the 
website www.gillmacmillan.com Price €24.99 [RRP].                           

‘Vaccination 1940s Style’ by Mary Grogan; ‘Did you 
notice?  - the Recycled Stone at Seapoint’ and ‘Did you 
notice? - Bollards’ by Seamus Cannon; ‘Autographs’ by 
Stephanie Batt; ‘Bass Raids in Dun Laoghaire, 1933’  
and ‘Advertisement for Irish Customs  Dun Laoghaire 
Pier, 1922’ by Brian Smith; ‘Pencil-Borne Tuberculosis’  
by Matilda McPhail; ‘Keep to the right when walking’ 
and ‘Maritime Kingstown, January & February 1905’ by 
James Scannell;  ‘Paddy Moran - Executed  for Ireland’ 
by May Moran; ‘Dancing Days in Dun Laoghaire in the 
1949s, 1950s and 1960s’ by Anna Scudds; ‘Sporting and 
Leisure Activities, Kingstown 1830-1890’ by Maria 
Hayes; ‘Robert Weir, grocer early 1900s’ by John 
McKee; ‘The Old Ship’ by Henry Austin; ‘James Hig-
gins, 29 Patrick Street’ and ‘Disappearing Dun Laoghai-
re: Walter Doyle, 37 Lower Georges Street’ and ’Cover 
of the Catalogue  for Dun Laoghaire Week, 1978’ by 
Colin Scudds; and ‘Joshus Harrison Hargrave’ by Vin-
cent Delaney.  
Copies by post at €11.50 Ireland, and €12.50 Rest of the 
World – Hon Secretary, Dun Laoghaire Borough His-
torical Society, 7 Northumberland Park, Dún Laoghaire, 
Co. Dublin. www.dunloghairehistorical.com   
      

‘The Victoria Cross in 100 Objects - The Story of 
Britain’s Highest Award For Valour’ by Brian 
Best, published by  Frontline Books, part of Pen and 
Sword Books; Pages: 216 ; Illustrations: 100 colour 
illustrations; ISBN: 9781526730763 

It was the events of the Crimean War that changed every-
thing. Until that time, those serving in Britain’s army or 
navy had been expected to do their duty without thought 
of recognition or reward, particularly the men in the lower 
ranks. 
Fueled by reports from the first ever war correspondents, 
which were read by an increasingly literate public, the 
mumblings of discontent over how the gallantry and 
valour of the ordinary man was recognized rapidly grew 
into a national outcry. Questions were asked in the UK 
Parliament, answers were demanded by the press – why 
were the heroes of the Alma, Inkerman and the Charge of 
the Light Brigade not being officially acknowledged? 
Something had to be done. That something was the intro-
duction of an award that would be of such prestige it 
would be sought by all men from the most junior private 
to a Field Marshal. It would be the highest possible award 
for valor in the face of the enemy and it bore the name of 
the Queen for whom the men fought – The Victoria Cross. 
Since the VC was instituted in January 1856, it has been 
awarded 1,358 times to 1,355 individual recipients. Those 
men were thrown into wars and campaigns around the 
globe, from the seas and skies around the UK to the 
deserts of Africa and the sweltering jungles of the Far 
East. The two world wars saw the most VCs awarded – 
628 in the First and 182 in the Second. Only fifteen med-
als, eleven to members of the British Army, and four to 
the Australian Army, have been awarded since the Second 
World War. 
In this highly-illustrated work, the renowned Victoria 
Cross historian and author Brian Best examines the intro-
duction and evolution of the VC, along with some of the 
fascinating individuals and remarkable acts of valour 
associated with it, through an intriguing collection of 100 
objects.                                                   James Scannell 
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PRÉCIS OF THE OCTOBER LECTURE 

Our GSI Tuesday Zoom Meeting on 12th October 2021 featured a highly informative and very well received talk 
by Michael McShane of cavantownlands.com on the ‘Significance of the Irish Townland as an Analytical 
Tool for the genealogist and local historian’, with an introduction and overview of CavanTownlands.com. Mi-
chael gave a detailed overview of the sources of information available on Irish townlands in general, and demon-
strated the scale of data available to researchers. His website, cavantownlands.com combines the extensive use of 
mapping as a gateway to the rich sources of information contained on the website. Using video guides, he ex-
plained how to search records on using Cavantownlands.com as well as covering the Unique Records, Library and 
Maps sections in the website. Towards the end of the lecture, Michael talked about the issues using the National 
Archives census records search engine, and tips on how to overcome these issues using the townland as the prima-
ry search element as exemplified on CavanTownlands.com. The attendees had a deep appreciation of the value of 
the website with many calling for this to be extended nationwide as it would be such an aid for genealogy and 
local history research. The talk is now available on the Society’s YouTube channel—see page 2 of this newsletter.  

Paula Jones, MGSI 

GENEALOGY HELP CENTRE 

An Daonchartlann, the Society’s Archive and 
Research Centre is located at the DLR     
Leisure Centre, Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin. 

   

The facility will be open each Wednesday 
from 11.00hrs to 15.00hrs but with prior 
booking on Archivist@familyhistory.ie 

 

The  use of our extensive archival resources is 
reserved for fully paid-up GSI members, 
however, day research membership is always 
available on request.                     

Checkout the Society’s website  www.familyhistory.ie  

Board of Directors (2021-2022) 
John Goggins (Cathaoirleach : Chairperson; 
Oifigeach na Gaeilge) James Walsh (Leas-
Chathaoirleach : Vice-Chairperson, Building & 
Utilities, Health & Safety, COVID-19 Officer) 
Michael Merrigan (General Secretary, Compa-
ny Secretary, ‘Gazette’ Editor; & Irish DNA 
Atlas); Lua Ó Scolaí (Finance & pro-tem ADF, 
Philanthropy); Paula Jones (Vexillological & 
Heraldic Services & Diaspora Outreach; & 
Deputy General Secretary) Eddie Gahan 
(Outreach); Shane Wilson (Internet Services & 
Online Publications); Barry O’Connor 
(Membership Services & Cemetery Projects); - 
vacancy - (Open Meetings Convener) and - 
vacancy - (Archival Services & Education); 
Please note vacant portfolios are administrative-
ly allocated “pro-tem” to the General Secretary.  

During the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, many charities in Ireland and overseas are 
finding it difficult with reduced funding streams. This 
Society is funded largely by its Membership Fees and 
the kind donations received from Members and 
friends at home and overseas, without which, it  
simply couldn’t exist. 
The Society is a Registered Charity in Ireland and 
always considers options for fund raising and grant 
applications. The possibility of crowdfunding for 
specific projects is being considered. However, in the 
meantime it was decided to appeal to our Members, 

friends and social media 
followers around the 
world.  
Donations can be made via 
the Society’s website or by 
cheque to the Genealogical 
Society of Ireland and 
forwarded to the General Secretary: 11, Desmond 
Avenue, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Ireland, A96 
AD76.  

If you have already donated—Many Thanks! 

Our Society is a Registered Charity  

“HALL’S INDEX” 

The “Gazette” is Ireland’s longest running monthly 
genealogical newsletter and it is read by thousands 
each month around the world.  

The past issues of the Society’s newsletter from 1996 
to 2016 had been fully indexed by the late Brendan 
Hall, MGSI. The “Hall’s Index” now includes all 
issues right up to date and is available on 
www.familyhistory.ie     

Although we’re not members of the National Union of 
Journalists (NUJ), the team at the “Gazette” always 
endeavour to operate in  accordance with the NUJ 
Code of Conduct www.nuj.org.uk/about/nuj-code/ and 
in line with the 'National Policy Statement on Ensur-
ing Research Integrity in Ireland' which was en-
dorsed by the Genealogical Society of Ireland back in 
June 2014 soon after its launch at the Royal Irish 
Academy. (see the June 2014 issue of the “Gazette” at 
www.familyhistory.ie)  

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR GSI MEMBERS 

Members wishing to avail of this Exclusive Offer from Three.ie please contact Free-
Phone: 1800 944038 or email  ExclusiveOffers@Three.ie    NOTE:  Conditions apply 

An Daonchartlann - Archive & Research Centre is 
open each Wednesday from 11.00hrs to 15.00hrs.  
Members and visitors please note that due to the 
Covid-19 restrictions, the following shall apply. 
(1) All visits to the archive, for members and non-

members, is by appointment only. All appoint-
ments to be made, in advance, to Archi-
vist@familyhistory.ie only.  

(2) Maximum time for each visit, is 1 hour for non- 
members and 2 hours for paid-up members. 
Maximum number of visitors per appointment 
is one person.  

(3) Gloves supplied in the archive, must always be 
used while in the archive.  

(4) Face mask/covering must always be worn while 
in the archive. You will be refused admission to 
the archive without a face mask/covering.  

(5) A name and contact phone number will be 
required from each person visiting.  

(6) All visitors, members and non-members must 
leave the archive as soon as their allocated time 
has finished.  

Please do not visit the archive, if you are feeling un-
well or have been in contact with someone, who has 
been confirmed as having Covid-19 or are waiting for 
test results. (The Archive cannot be a drop-in centre 
under the current Covid-19 regulations and we hope to 
be able to revert to such at a later stage.)  

An Daonchartlann & COVID-19 

‘The Presidents' Letters: An Unexpected History of Ireland’ 
‘The Presidents’ Letters: An Unexpected History of Ireland’ edited by Flor MacCarthy, was launched recently 
at the DLR Lexicon in Dún Laoghaire by former President of Ireland, Mary Robinson.  Described as “a gor-
geously produced homage to the art of the letter, comprising letters to and from the Presidents of Ireland” it is a 
wonderfully interesting read with letters to and from each President of Ireland from 1938 to the present day. 
 Amongst this very interesting collection of letters from all sections of Irish society and the diaspora, is a letter 
dated January 13th 1995 from the then Cathaoirleach of the Council of Irish Genealogical Organisations (CIGO), 
Michael Merrigan, to President Mary Robinson.  (see page 126—full page image of this letter) 
The letter mentions CIGO’s first legislative campaign which was on the Heritage Bill, 1994, introduced by the 
Minister for Arts, Culture & the Gaeltacht, Michael D. Higgins, TD, - a future President of Ireland. The campaign 
sought to have our “genealogical heritage” included in the scope of the Bill. The letter also highlighted the need 
to recognise the Irish diaspora in the President’s upcoming address to both Houses of the Oireachtas.  
By the way, CIGO was founded on July 9th 1994 as a representative body for the genealogical organisations on 
the island of Ireland. Not all of the Irish genealogical organisations joined at the outset and, indeed, some of its 
founding members withdrew from CIGO over the next decade or so, including this Society back in 1998.       
‘The Presidents’ Letters’ published by New Island Books –ISBN: 9781848407695 : H/bk : 304pp : Price €24.95. 


