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In these recessionary times bitter
accusations abound as our bankers, land speculators and big developers are all in the line of fire
for a population almost shellshocked by the speed and depth of
the deterioration in the Irish public finances and the huge rise in
unemployment. Acrimony is not
far from any debate on the economy with some claiming that it’s
the second time in a generation
that the governing party ‘plunged’
the economy into recession
through reckless fiscal policies
and waste. Others go further and
claim that it’s the third time in the
history of the State that government polices and ideology ruined
the nation’s economic base. Presumably the latter refers to De
Valera’s needless and devastating
’Economic War’ with Great Britain and by default, with its empire
between 1933 and 1938. Whatever the truth of the matter, history will in time dispassionately
pronounce its objective analysis
on these interesting and, for many,
painful and worrying times. But
whilst some are content with
blaming our politicians, especially
those on the government benches,
in reality we are all culpable in
some shape or form. Over the past
fifteen years as the economy

steadily grew, we too greatly
expanded our expectations and
our appetite for materialism was
almost insatiable. Property ownership became a priority, new cars,
electronic gadgetry of all sorts
and, of course, two or three overseas holidays became the marks of
success for many. Mortgages of a
100% and more were on offer as
credit became readily accessible,
so much so, that not content with
a new home or simply upgrading,
many invested in overseas properties from Florida to Bulgaria.
Portents of doom and the mere
thought of a bubble burst were
dismissed as almost treasonable
by prominent politicians and
bankers. It’s a global recession—
we’re not alone, it’s not our fault,
nobody saw it coming, they say.
But few, if anybody, now believes
that we were not the masters of
our own predicament—it’s the
rainy day that we didn’t bother to
save for. Whilst, a communal
effort is now required to rescue
our nation’s economy and to
prepare us for the eventual upturn
in the global economic conditions,
we now have an opportunity to
look carefully at the postrecession society that we wish to
build. Lessons must be learned
from the years of plenty and, it

must be said, selfish greed on the
part of many. Voluntary organisations throughout the Celtic Tiger
era found a combination of rising
prices and a drop in volunteerism
greatly hampered their delivery of
services, many of which, were
services to the most needy in our
communities. Initiatives to encourage and increase volunteerism
largely failed as many simply
viewed time as money. Overtime
and self improvement courses
replaced the hours that were traditionally afforded to volunteerism.
Sports clubs and charities became
increasingly reliant on an aging
volunteer base as, in many cases,
only retirees were offering their
services for free. When these
retirees were no longer capable or
willing to provide these services,
the voluntary organisations were
often left with no other option but
the curtailment of services. This
unfortunately impacts on the
quality of life for many in our
community and ultimately, for us
all. Therefore, in our communal
endeavours to bring ourselves and
our nation out of this recession,
we have a unique opportunity to
plan for a future of vibrant volunteerism and a sustainable
work/life balance for all. But we
all must make a start now.

One-Name Studies
One-Name Studies is a very popular aspect of genealogy, especially
in the United Kingdom where the
Guild of One-Name Studies is
extremely active. There are many
members of the Guild based in
Ireland, however, one-name studies is sometimes overshadowed by
Clan/Sept studies in Ireland.
Many aspects of the difference
between ‘English’ and ’Irish’ onename studies are also shared with

our Gaelic cousins in Scotland. In
the April-June 2009 issue of the
Journal of One-Name Studies,
Iain Kennedy explores the various
problems associated with the
Gaelic naming systems in the
Scottish Gàidhealtachd (Gaelic
speaking area). Many of the issues
raised by Iain apply equally to the
development of Irish Gaelic surnames too. For further information see www.one-name.org
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Converts and Conversion in Ireland, 1650-1850
Michael Brown, Charles Ivar McGrath & Thomas Power, editors
‘Converts and Conversion in Ireland, 1650-1850’
edited by Michael Brown, Charles Ivar McGrath &
Thomas Power (ISBN: 1-85182-810-9. 240pp. 2005.
Four Courts Press Catalogue Price: €55.00 - Web
Price: €49.50) provides a fascinating insight into this
most contentious of subjects—religious conversion.
Though a number of the leading Gaelic families did
convert to Anglicanism and thus secured their landholdings and titles, the overwhelming majority of the
Gaelic and Anglo-Norman gentry who remained
Catholic either lost their lands and emigrated or became tenants on portions of their former estates to new
Protestant, mostly English, landlords. As a backdrop to
the subject of this volume, Catholic land ownership
was reduced from 60% in 1641 to 9% in 1660 and
back to 20% after the Restoration settlement only to
fall to 14% by 1703 and to 5% by 1760. The jointly
written introduction to the subject and the period
points out that whilst some of gentry families like the
Daleys of Galway, the Butlers of Kilkenny, or the
Matthews of Kilkenny found no difficulty integrating
into the Anglican establishment, other were not so
fortunate and some, like the Redington family reconverted in the nineteenth century. Commencing with an
essay by Charles Ivar McGrath on conversion in the
penal laws, 1695-1750, which explores to what extent
such legislative measures were actually concerned
with conversion. McGrath examines the basic premise
of each of the laws and the implementation and the

effect of these laws. Thomas P. Power deals with the
theology and liturgy of conversion from Catholicism
to Anglicanism. This essay is a significant contribution
to the study of conversion inasmuch as it carefully
examines matters which have been imbued with much
misunderstanding in Ireland ever since. This is important to our understanding of a religious enmity underpinning the social, political and economic life of the
period. Crawford Gribben focuses on the conversion
debate in Cromwellian Dublin where the battle lines
were drawn between Anglicanism and Puritanism or
non-conformity. Sandra Hynes deals with Quaker
testimonies in late seventeenth-century Ireland. Quakerism in Ireland was manifested by many social and
religious differences between its adherents and those
of the majority faith and those of the Anglican established church. Hynes provides a very accessible understanding of Quakerism and its tenets. Andrew Holmes
explores the issue of conversion and assurance of
salvation in Ulster Presbyterianism, 1700-1859 which
was the subject of much internal debate amongst
Presbyterians and concerned the relationship between
them and others adhering to the Westminster Confession. Betsy Taylor-FitzSimon deals with ‘conversion,
the Bible and the Irish language: the correspondence of
Lady Ranelagh and bishop Dopping’. Indeed, this
essay brings to the fore the remarkable life and varied
interests of Lady Ranelagh (formerly Katherine Boyle)
including politics, social reform, religion and science.

2009 AGM Report

May meeting of the Board as Margaret Conroy, who was elected at the AGM, was unable
to attend the April Board meeting. Whilst, there
were no proposals presented to the AGM this
year concerning the Society’s public policies or
its rules, the adoption of the Director’s Annual
Report by the AGM fully endorsed the Board’s
strenuous endeavours to secure a more suitable
home for the Society’s archive. The continuing
atmospheric problems at the Martello Tower at
Seapoint necessitated the removal of the archival collections to 111, Lower George’s Street,
Dún Laoghaire in September 2008 where they
currently stored. The Board of the Society is
currently engaged in discussions with officials
of Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council
regarding the Society’s occupancy of the Martello Tower. The Board envisages that such
discussions will be finalised in the very near
future. Michael Merrigan, General Secretary

The Annual General Meeting of the Genealogical Society of Ireland was held on Tuesday
March 10, 2009 in the Dún Laoghaire College
of Further Education, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. The AGM adopted the Director’s Annual
Report and the Annual Financial Report. The
meeting also elected the following members to
the Board of the Society for 2009/2010 Séamus
Moriarty, Cathaoirleach; Gerry Hayden, Leas
Chathaoirleach; Michael Merrigan, General
Secretary; Denis Ryan, Finance and the following who received their portfolios at the
April meeting of the Board: Séamus O’Reilly,
Archivist; Pádraic Ingoldsby, National Projects; Sharon Bofin, Membership Services;
Bartosz Kozlowski, Web Services and Barry
O’Connor, Cemetery Projects. The position of
Director of Publications will be filled at the

In the 1680s she believed that through the use of the
Irish language that Catholicism could be eliminated in
Ireland. Thomas P. Power tackles the extremely
problematic issue of the conversion of Catholic clergy
to Anglicanism – the emotive nature of this phenomenon is well attested in the poetry of the period. Following on from that essay, James Kelly deals the conversion of Fr James O’Farrell from Ferefad, Co. Longford. Michael Brown examines the conversion narratives in eighteenth-century Ireland where the social
and moral costs of hypocritical conversion were high,
including family disdain and social opprobrium.
Colm James Ó Conaill focuses on one of the many
aristocratic families that had ‘a foot in both camps’ the Dillons of Costello-Gallen. Finally David A.
Fleming deals with the issues surrounding conversion,
family and mentality. Undoubtedly, this important
collection of essays addresses a fundamental, if underexamined, aspect of the Irish historical experience: the
vexed subject of conversion. Michael Brown is a
Research Fellow at the centre for Irish-Scottish Studies, Trinity College, Dublin and is the author of
‘Francis Hutcheson in Dublin, 1719-1730’ (FCP,
2002). Charles Ivar McGrath lectures at the School
of History at University College, Dublin and is the
author of ‘The making of the eighteenth-century Irish
constitution’ (FCP, 2002); and Thomas P. Power
lectures on history at Wycliffe College University of
Toronto. For info see: www.fourcourtspress.ie MM

GSI ANNUAL JOURNAL
Articles are sought for the GSI Annual Journal. Subjects
could include family histories, biographies, military or
social histories, resource information, heraldry or vexillology etc. The publication of your own family history is
the best way to ensure that future generations will have
the benefit of your research. It also allows for the recording of family lore, special events and, where appropriate, family tragedies such a losses in war or natural
disasters. Biographies of family members who may have
contributed to their community, country or field of
endeavour, should be published in order to record their
stories. Black and white photographs or drawings are
also most welcome. Ideally articles for publication
should be of between 1000 and 2500 words in length and
must not have been published elsewhere and, of course,
they must be original works by the author. Therefore, the
Board reserves the right to seek assurances on the
source, ownership and originality of any article submitted. If you would like to submit an article for publication, please do not hesitate to drop the Editor, Margaret
Conroy, an e-mail at Gazette@familyhistory.ie

New Publications on CD
The ever increasing costs of printing and postage both
here in Ireland and in Great Britain has forced many
family history societies to review their publication
policies and programmes. Some have exited the publication arena completed which is regrettable though,
nevertheless completely understandable as costs
mount. Therefore, Board of this Society had some
hard decisions to make on our own publication programme and it decided to make many of our publications available on CD. Thanks to the hard work of
Barry O’Connor and Liam Mac Alasdair, the Society’s
first publication on CD was launched last month. This
new CD contains all three volumes of the Memorial
Inscriptions of Dún Laoghaire Rathdown, Co.

Dublin, Ireland – Vol. 1 includes the following
graveyards:- Barrington’s Burial Ground; Blackrock
College; Dominican Convent, Dún Laoghaire; Old
Glencullen; Kiltiernan Church of Ireland; Loughlinstown; Old Connaught; Rathmichael (Old Church);
St. Brigid’s Church of Ireland and Tully Graveyard.
Vol. 2 is a special publication on the Friends Burial
Ground, Temple Hill, Blackrock and Vol. 3 contains
the following graveyards: Carmelite Monastery; Carrickbrennan Cemetery; Kill of the Grange Cemetery
and Sion Hill Cemetery. This CD is fully searchable
and easy to use. Normally these three volumes would
cost €7.00 each plus postage, however, this new CD
has been launched at a special introductory price of

just €15.00 including postage. Another new publication of immense assistance to those tracing ancestors
in the British forces in Ireland up to 1922 “Memorial
Inscriptions of Military Personnel and Their Families” is now available at €10.00 including postage. It
has been painstakingly researched by Barry O’Connor
and his team. To obtain a copy of either publication
please send a cheque for the amount required (made
payable to the Society) to the address (Director of
Finance) on the bottom of page 3 of this newsletter.
For a full listing of the Society’s publications of memorial inscriptions, including other military cemeteries, please see the Society’s on-line shop on the website www.familyhistory.ie/shop
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James Scannell Reports...
JOHN ROCHE, MP
Brian Roche, Dame House, 24 Dame Street,
Dublin 2, is currently researching the life of
John Roche who represented Galway East as a
Nationalist M.P. in the [British] House of Commons from 1890 until his death in 1914. He was
a leading member of the ‘Plan of Campaign’ in
1886 and a close colleague of John Dillon.
Brian Roche is looking for any letters or other
material written by him or possibly written to
him and copied by the sender that may be in
possession of readers and would gratefully
appreciated a loan of them for copying after
which they will be returned to the sender.

LOCAL ELECTIONS EXHIBITION
During the second half of March the Dublin
City Library and Archive, 138-144 Pearse
Street, Dublin, mounted a special exhibition
marking 110 years of local elections in Ireland
featuring original documents and information of
how local elections have operated. For the
exhibition Dublin City Council archivists ani-

mated the original material with computerized
databases including Dublin electoral registers
from 1937 to 1963 which enabled visitors to the
opportunity to trace family members. These
electoral databases are available in the Reading
Room of the Dublin City Library while since
April the exhibition is visiting other local authorities which have the services of an archivist.

MAGDALENE WOMEN HONOURED
Last month a memorial in the form of a carved
limestone figure of a woman lifting a veil from
her head was unveiled in Galway to commemorate the suffering of the city’s ‘Magdalene
Women’. Artist and stonemason Mick Watkins
collaborated with poet and playwright Patricia
Burke-Brogan to produce the work entitled
‘Final Journey’ which depicts the lives of the
many unmarried women who worked in the city
laundry because they were pregnant. At the
unveiling of the memorial Ms. Burke-Brogan
paid tribute to the many the many women who
worked in the laundry who are still living in the
city and to fellow Galway residents Margaret

Geraghty, Bridie Hogan and Orla Hogan who
worked with her and Mr. Wilkins on the project. This sculpture was commissioned by the
City Council as part of ‘Dealbh’ a public art
initiative with the cost being borne by AngloIrish Bank and the Chamber of Commerce
Amicable Society. During the unveiling by Cllr.
Pádraig Conneely, Mayor of Galway, Ms.
Burke-Brogan read her poem ‘Make Visible the
Tree’ written when the laundry was demolished
in 1991.
WORLD HERITAGE SITE
Limerick County Council has applied to the
government to have Lough Gur, located 20kms
outside Limerick City, included on Ireland’s
tentative list of possible World Heritage sites.
This site includes stones circles and standing
stones, ancient burial chambers, cairns and
Neolithic house sites dating more than 4,500
years. Currently Ireland has two World Heritage sites - the Archaeological Ensemble of the
Bend of the River Boyne and the monastic ruins
on Skellig Michael off the coast of Co. Kerry.

Précis of the March Lecture
On Tuesday March 10th, the Guest Speaker at the
Annual General Meeting was the acclaimed genealogist, John Grenham, who spoke on the subject of
‘The Freeman and Trade Guilds Database’. This
new database will be made available to researchers at
the Dublin City Library and Archive, 138-144,
Pearse Street, Dublin 2. John explained the nature of
the source material contained in the Dublin City Archives and possibilities for genealogical research
provided by this unique resource. Setting the database
in context, John, with the aid of a PowerPoint presentation introduced members to the history and functions
of the Dublin Trade Guilds and the development of
city governance since the middle ages. Entry to the
guilds was restricted and therefore, records exist on the
induction of new guild members and the reasons for
such admittance. For genealogical research, admit-

tance on the grounds of inheritance or marriage are of
exceptional value as entire family relationships can be
constructed from these records. Though entry to most
guilds was only permissible to Protestants, some
guilds offered a form of membership to Catholics from
the mid eighteenth century onwards. The influence of
the guilds in the governance of the City of Dublin
came to an end in the early nineteenth century with the
reform of government and the widening of the franchise. However, this wonderful resource will only be
available to those visiting the Pearse Street premises,
there are no plans to place it on the Internet. The
lecture was very well received indeed. In addition to
his work on this resource, John, also publishes a
weekly piece in the Irish Times on genealogical research. These very informative articles are available
through the Irish Times website www.irish-times.ie

and, of course, we mustn’t forget John’s magnum opus
which still remains the most important and most
widely consulted work on Irish genealogy—’Tracing
Your Irish Ancestors’ see advert on page 4. over.

GSI LECTURE PROGRAMME
Tues. Apr. 14— The Irish Historic Towns Atlas as a
support for the family history researcher. Jennifer
Moore, Royal Irish Academy. Tues. May 12—Church
of Ireland records in the RCB library, Mr. Raymond
Refausee, Librarian and Archivist, Representative
Church Body Library (Church of Ireland). Tues. June
9— The Student Records of Dublin University.
Alumni Office, TCD. Any comments on the lecture
programme to: Séamus Moriarty, MGSI at e-mail:Gazette@familyhistory.ie

Membership of the Genealogical Society
Membership fee renewals fall due in January
each year. The Board of the Society at its November 2008 meeting conducted the normal
annual review of the Membership Fee structure and under Res: 08/11/632 the Board
adopted the following equalised Membership
Package for 2009:- Ireland & Overseas: Offering ordinary membership of the Society,
Membership Card, voting rights, use of the
Society’s Archive, monthly newsletter by mail,
Annual Journal by mail, and the right to purchase the Society’s publications at Special

Members’ prices of up to 50% off selected
publications. This also includes an optional
second Membership Card for a household member, including voting rights, for an all inclusive cost of just €40.00 per annum. Therefore,
despite tighter economic conditions, there was
no increase in the Membership Fee this year.
Unlike many other similar organisations faced
with the problem of rising costs of printing and
postage etc., the Board decided to keep publishing the Society’s journal but as an annual publication only. The Membership Fee is now in line

with similar organisations in Ireland. Another new
feature introduced was the offer of one year free
membership to persons undertaking accredited
genealogy courses on the condition that they
supply a suitable article for the Society’s journal.
Also persons under twenty-five years can avail of
50% reduction on the membership fee. Membership can be renewed on-line or, if you prefer,
simply download the form and forward it with
your remittance to the Society’s Director of
Finance, Mr. Denis Ryan, MGSI, 6, St. Thomas
Mead, Mount Merrion, County Dublin, Ireland.
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DIARY DATES

GSI Website News
During the month of March, the Society’s Director of Internet
Services, Bartosz Kozlowski, MGSI, has totally revamped the
Society’s website. Bartosz has uploaded the new website on a
trial basis to enable our members and others to contribute to the
development of the Society’s website by offering suggestions
for inclusion or improvement. One of Bartosz’s innovations has
been the inclusion of a Members Only Area (MOA) which is a
feature that most other comparable organisations offer to their
members. The Board has yet to appoint a Moderator for the
Members’ Forum which will be available in the MOA. Access
to the MOA will be based on the Membership Number and a
personally generated password. Members will be able to share advice and research
problems and, of course, keep in touch on Society matters. The style of the website also
reflects the Society’s other main areas of interest, heraldry and vexillology (the study of
flags and emblems) and indeed, Bartosz’s treatment of these subjects is intended to be
light and accessible in order to counter the perceived exclusivity that unfortunately, all
too often, surrounds these subjects. Bartosz welcomes comments and suggestions on the
design, layout and content of the website. Contact: b.k.webdesigner@gmail.com

Tuesday Apr. 14th & May 12th 2009
Evening Open Meeting
Dún Laoghaire College of Further Education
Cumberland Street, Dún Laoghaire
20.00hrs—22.00hrs

FOUR COURTS PRESS
Irish History, Genealogy, Local History and much more at..

www.fourcourtspress.ie
10% Reduction On-Line

Wednesday Apr. 22nd & May 27th 2009
Morning Open Meeting
Weir’s, Lower George’s Street, Dún Laoghaire
10.30hrs—12.30hrs
Contribution €3.00 p.p.
(Coffee/Tea included at Morning Meetings)

FAMILY HISTORY MONTHLY

by John Grenham

FAMILY TREE MAGAZINE

Highly recommended by this Society
PRACTICAL FAMILY HISTORY for EVERYBODY researching Irish
family history at home or overseas.
Back copies for 75 cent / pence + postage
Contact Pádraic on ingold@gofree.indigo.ie

An ‘antiquarian craze’
by Máire Lohan
From time to time some real gems are published
by the smaller publishing houses in Ireland and
Máire Lohan’s ‘An antiquarian craze’ is certainly amongst them. Beautifully produced and
expertly researched it tells the fascinating story
of one man’s lifelong passion for archaeology.
Patrick Lyons was born into a poor landless
family in Lisronagh, Co. Tipperary in 1861. In
1886 he joined the RIC—Royal Irish Constabulary, a paramilitary police force operating in
Ireland up to independence in 1922. Lyons
remained in the RIC for 34 years serving
mainly in Counties Mayo and Galway. His
interest in archaeology was sparked in 1897 by
the finding a collection of Ogham stones near
Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo. In partnership with
Hubert Knox, Lyons surveyed, recorded and
photographed many of the archaeological sites
in counties Mayo and Galway. This publication
chronicles the life and work of this immensely
energetic and somewhat enigmatic figure.
Lyons resigned from the RIC in 1920 and returned to his native Tipperary where he continued with his archaeological surveys. The collaboration between Lyons and Knox produced
19 published papers. It’s a remarkable and
engaging story of immense importance to the
study of Irish local history. ‘An antiquarian
craze’ (ISBN 978 0 946130 45 0) published by
Edmund Burke Publishers, price €19.50 from
www.deburcararebooks.com or www.kennys.ie

Tracing Your Irish Ancestors

www.gillmacmillan.ie

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS
Following the editorial decision taken to cease
publishing general research queries in the
Gazette, the Society’s Director of Internet
Services, Bartosz Kozlowski, has redesigned
the Society’s website to include a Members’
Interests section. As most of our readers have
access to the internet therefore, planned publication of Members’ Interests in the Gazette
was considered an unnecessary duplication.
The type of information contained in the Members’ Interests section of the website will include, Surname, Forename, Dates, Occupation, Location and the name, address and Email address of the Member concerned. The
facility will be restricted to Members who may
place as many entries as they wish on this
database. Whilst, in future general research
queries will not published, consideration will
most certainly be afforded to exceptional or
topical research queries received. This may
include queries regarding special historical or
biographical research being undertaken for
possible publication in the Society’s Journal or
elsewhere. Special consideration will also be
given to One-Name Studies, heraldic and vexillological queries for publication in the Gazette. Items for inclusion on the Members’
Interest database and any comments on the
Gazette should be sent to the Editor by e-mail:
GAZETTE@familyhistory.ie and should include the details outlined above.
NOTA BENE:- Members’ Interests are only placed
on the database at the discretion of the web editor and
only where a mailing address and E-mail address are
provided.
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